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CHAPTER 1

Introducing the 
ChildFund Alliance 
World Index

Human rights are not permanently 
guaranteed; they are a social 
construct—a tool devised by the 
international community to uphold 
the dignity and equality of all human 
beings. As such, they are susceptible 
to crises, social changes, historical 
contexts, and societal perspectives. 
The fluid nature of societies implies 
that rights can be challenged or 
eroded due to political shifts, 
economic downturns, or cultural 
transformations. Therefore, the 
enforcement and protection of 
these rights require constant 
vigilance and active monitoring.

Continuous assessment helps identify 
emerging threats and areas where 
rights are not being upheld, allowing 

an ongoing watch, the international 

community can adapt to changes, 
reinforce commitments, and ensure that 
the principles of equality and dignity 
are preserved for all, especially for 
those who are most vulnerable to rights 
violations.

As a matter of fact, despite more than 
70 years having passed since the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR), human rights are still not 
universally respected, and they remain 
“a mirage for a good part of humanity” 
(Amnesty International, 2018). Since 
the UDHR, the international community 
has promoted numerous laws, 
conventions, and treaties to enhance 
global awareness and respect for 

instruments have been developed for 
particularly vulnerable and marginalized 
groups. Notably, these include the 
Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(1979) and the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (1989).

The evolution of human rights 

needs and priorities throughout history.

	Ố First-generation rights, which 
emerged primarily in the 18th centu-
ry, encompass civil and political rights, 
foundational to personal freedoms 
and democratic governance.

	Ố Second-generation rights devel-
oped in the 19th and 20th centuries, 

1.1  
A Tool to Measure the Implementation  
of the Rights of Women and Children 
In a world grappling with ongoing crises 
across various domains—environmental, 
economic, social, educational, and 
more—inequalities and discriminations 
relentlessly persist, placing women and 
children at the greatest risk of social 
marginalization and rights violations.

propose targeted social policies for 
women and children, it is crucial to have 
a comprehensive understanding of their 
living conditions and the discrimination 
they face. 

The ChildFund Alliance World 
Index on the Rights of Women and 
Children (henceforth the World Index) 
illustrates women’s and children’s 
living conditions worldwide by 
measuring the implementation and 
violation of their rights across 157 
countries.

The Structure of the Report

The report is divided into four sections:

1.	 Theoretical Framework: This chapter outlines the theoretical framework, 

capabilities as the building blocks of the entire report.

2.	 Index Results and Global Ranking: This chapter presents the Index 
results and the global ranking of countries based on the implementation 
of women’s and children’s human rights. It includes data, global maps, 
infographics, and tables.

3.	 Thematic Focus: The 2024 edition focuses on the right of children and 
youth to have a future. ChildFund Alliance articulates its understanding 
of a “right to the future” as a lens to analyze and address the complex 
contexts children and youth are facing today and will face tomorrow. This 
section includes the voices of 10,000 children and youth from 41 countries 
consulted about their future. The section also contains examples of good 
practices implemented by the 11 ChildFund Alliance members to safeguard 
children’s rights.

4.	 Recommendations for Action
recommendations for action, with this edition focusing on child and youth 
participation.
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An Intersectional Lens on Women’s and Children’s Rights

The term “intersectionality”, coined in 1989 by Professor 
Kimberlé Crenshaw, describes how race, class, gender, 
and other individual characteristics can intersect and 

forms of discrimination, oppression, or domination that 
certain categories of people face. This concept entails 
that groups such as children, women, those below 
the poverty line, ethnic minorities, people of 
color, individuals from the LGBTQIA+ community, 
indigenous communities, refugees, and people with 
disabilities are most exposed to rights violations 
(Crenshaw, 1989).

Consequently, these groups are more at risk of 
experiencing overlapping forms of discrimination (e.g., 
gender, generational, ethnic, racial). The intersectional 
perspective thus emphasizes the cumulative effects 
of discrimination and systematic rights violations for 
all individuals living outside the male-centric model. 
If society primarily favors the white, adult, heterosexual 
male model, those who do not conform to this model may 

serves as a lens that allows for the consideration of these 
marginalized identities collectively, while acknowledging the 

this context because they are often the most deprived 

of their rights and exemplify this trend. For them, 
intersectionality refers to the discrimination they 
face not only as women and minors but also as 
members of other social groups (defined by ethnicity, 
social class, and other factors) subject to prejudice. 
These multiple forms of discrimination create a 
cumulative disadvantage that current law and legal 
practice do not comprehensively address.

A limitation of the Index, common to all synthetic indexes 
developed in such way, regards its reliance on national 
data to create rankings, resulting in an average that may 

intersectionality of discrimination. This generalization 

discrimination that various groups experience. This is 
at least partially compensated for by the global child 
consultation2, which provides disaggregated data on 
young respondents along several dimensions, providing 
a more detailed picture of intersectional and multiple 
discrimination.  Intersectionality is, in fact, a critical 
approach to addressing violations of women’s and 
children’s rights: by highlighting how structural 
inequalities affect their lives, it recognizes and 
addresses the multiple forms of oppression that can 
overlap and interact.

New Features of the ChildFund Alliance World Index

In 2015, when the 2030 Agenda was adopted by 193 
countries, WeWorld launched the WeWorld Index series, 

During the past nine years, WeWorld has periodically 
monitored the living conditions of women and children in 
approximately 160 countries around the world, considering 
the guarantee of and infringement upon their rights 
from multiple points of view: social, economic, political, 
environmental, etc.

This year, some new features have been introduced: 

	Ố A Collective Effort: The 2024 Index is a collaborative 
product of the members of ChildFund Alliance, a net-
work of 11 child-focused humanitarian and development 
agencies committed to helping children and their fami-
lies overcome poverty and the fundamental conditions 
that prevent children from reaching their full potential. 
Together, we reach nearly 30 million children and family 
members in more than 70 countries. Our members work 
to end violence and exploitation against children, pro-
vide expertise in emergencies and disasters to mitigate 
negative impacts on children and their communities, and 
engage children, families, and communities to create 
lasting change. The Alliance has supported and guided 
the Index implementation through diverse perspectives 
and a steadfast commitment to women and children. 
The children’s global consultation (see Chapter 3) was 

Alliance members and their local partners. Thanks to 
the territorial roots of these organizations, the networks 

years, we have collected not only testimonies but also 
the expertise and skills that bring this document to life.

	Ố The Voices of Children and Youth: Previously the 
Index has traditionally relied on a blend of quantitative 
and qualitative data. This year, our focus centers on a 
global consultation involving more than 10,000 children 
from 41 countries where ChildFund Alliance operates, all 
engaged through our projects and activities. This consul-

-
nials, delving into children’s and young people’s fears, 
expectations, and priorities for their future. It fosters 
direct dialogue concerning their rights and needs. More-
over, it incorporates disaggregated data, which goes 
beyond gender to encompass ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, migrant background, and disability. This approach 
addresses the limitations of aggregate data by providing 

precise portrayal of reality, highlighting instances of 
multiple discrimination.
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2.2  
ChildFund Alliance World Index 2024 Results

countries. Countries lacking more than 6 
indicators out of 30 were excluded (the 
entire methodology is available in the 
Appendix). 

The following countries have been 
excluded from this edition due to a lack 

Darussalam, Congo Republic, Eritrea, 
Micronesia, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, 
Haiti, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan, 
Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Sudan, 
São Tomé and Príncipe, Syria, and 
Turkmenistan.

The most recent 
date are from 2023. 
Therefore, not all 
recent global events 
Ǣɇʋȱǩṽǡǰṽɭǰ̙ǰǢʃǰǩṽșȼṽ
the Index.

The global ranking orders countries by 
their level of women’s and children’s 
human rights implementation on a scale 
ranging from 0 to 100 (Figure 1).

Highlights from the World Index
	Ố The ChildFund Alliance World Index 2024 evaluates 157 countries on 

their implementation of women’s and children’s human rights.
	Ố As of 2023, 1 in 3 children and more than 1 in 4 women were living in coun-

tries with limited or minimal human rights implementation.
	Ố At the current pace, it will take 113 years for women and children to witness 

the full implementation of rights assessed by the World Index across all 
countries.

	Ố The contexts where women and children live today are less democratic and 
safe compared to the past, although there are improvements in access to 
information and WASH (WAter, Sanitation, and Hygiene) services.

	Ố -
cational rights have stagnated since 2020, likely due to disruptions caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

	Ố Women’s levels of education and participation in decision-making are on 
the rise. However, women remain the most vulnerable and marginalized 
social group globally, experiencing the highest likelihood of human rights 
violations.

Figure 1 
Number of countries per tier of human rights implementation  
and their respective population of women and children

HUMAN RIGHTS 
IMPLEMENTATION

TIER NUMBER OF  
COUNTRIES

CHILDREN’S POPULATION  
(0-19 YEARS OLD) IN 2023*

WOMEN’S POPULATION 
IN 2023

Advanced Equal or more than 85 21 76,769,999 181,208,643

Strong 24 183,781,797 438,761,520

Moderate 36 629,543,319 1,249,383,856

Basic 27 804,614,140 1,136,763,305

Limited 17 311,847,469 349,700,056

Minimal Equal or less than 45 26 530,846,056 508,979,731

United Nations Population Division. World Population Prospects: 2022 Revision; Statistical databases and publications of national statistical institutes; Eurostat: Population Statistics; 
United Nations Statistics Division. Population and Vital Statistics Report.

In 2023, 1 child out of 3 and 
more than 1 out of 4 women 

were living in a country with 
limited or minimal  

human rights 
implementation

In 2024, the global average of the Index 
is 62 out of 100; in 2015, it was 59.3. 
This is a relatively minor improvement, 
and the situation seems to have 
stagnated since 2022.3

(Sweden, Iceland, and Norway) and 
Continental Europe (Switzerland) plus 
Australia, which is improving, earning 
more than three points since 2015 and 

4. 

by wars and protracted crises (Mali, 
Niger, Central African Republic, Chad) 
and Afghanistan continue to rank at the 
bottom (Figure 4).

Looking at the performance of 
geographic areas (Figure 5), the locations 
experiencing the greatest change in 

However, it should be highlighted that, 

these regions continue to receive low 
scores, particularly in Central and West 

we can assess a rough projection of the variation rate of the 
Index and the sub-indexes. From the yearly variation rate, we 
compute the years’ number still needed to reach advanced 
human rights implementation, namely a score of 100. It is 
important to note that this method assumes the variation 
rate as constant over time and cannot provide an estimate 
when the variation rate is negative.

Index, it is necessary to look both at the score and rank. 
Indeed, to understand a country’s trend over time, it is not 

correspond to notable changes in the score. For further 
details of how the ChildFund Alliance Index is constructed, 
see the methodology in the Appendix.

Figure 3 
The top 5 countries in the Index 2024 and 2015

Figure 4 
The bottom 5 countries in the Index 2024 and 2015

Figure 2 
The Global Performance over the years as measured by the World Index

COUNTRY INDEX 2024
(157 COUNTRIES CONSIDERED)

INDEX 2015
(163 COUNTRIES CONSIDERED)

Rank Score out  
of 100

Rank Score out  
of 100

Sweden 1 91.10 3 89.5

Iceland 2 90.80 1 90.4

Norway 3 89.50 2 89.7

Switzerland 4 89.00 5 87.3

Australia 5 88.50 10 85.3

COUNTRY INDEX 2024
(157 COUNTRIES CONSIDERED)

INDEX 2015
(163 COUNTRIES CONSIDERED)

Rank Score out  
of 100

Rank Score out  
of 100

Afghanistan 153 34.30 158 31.8

Mali 154 33.90 156 31.7

Niger 155 30.70 160 28.4

Central African 
Republic

156 27.40 162 23.6

Chad 157 26.70 163 23.1

At the current rate,  
it will take 113 years  
for women and children  
to see the rights  
considered by the  
World Index  
implemented  
in all countries3
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Figure 14 
The correlation between the indicators 3 (People using safely managed drinking water sources)  
ǅȼǩṽᶟᶟṽṀĂȼǩǰɭṌ̘ʣǰṽȺɇɭʃǅȱșʃʪṽɭǅʃǰṁṽ

Figure 15 
The correlation between  indicators 9 (People with access to electricity)  
and 21 (Lifetime risk of maternal death)
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Indicator 3 (People using safely managed drinking water sources)

Indicator 9 (People with access to electricity)  

dimension, people with access to 
safely managed water sources, shows 

rates (Figure 14)6. Water-borne diseases 

mortality (see WeWorld (2024), Flowing 
Futures7), so having access to clean 
and safe water helps prevent these 
diseases. While correlation does not 
imply causation, the patterns observed 

on these indicators rather than the raw data. Countries 
positioned further to the left in the graph distribution have 

to safely managed drinking water sources. Conversely, 
countries positioned further to the right have very high 
access to safely managed drinking water sources and very 

com/uploads/2024/03/Flowing-Futures-web_compressed.pdf 

suggest that higher levels of access 
to safely managed water sources are 
associated with better health outcomes 
for children.

Another correlation can be observed 
between access to electricity and 
the risk of maternal mortality in a 
given country (Figures 15)8. Access 

mortality. In many settings, health 

0 to 100) assigned to countries based on the indicators in 
question, rather than raw data. Countries positioned further 
to the left in the graph distribution typically exhibit higher 
risks of childbirth mortality and lower access to electricity. 
Conversely, countries positioned further to the right tend 
to have high access to electricity and low risks of childbirth 
mortality.

facilities and hospitals continue to face 
challenges with electricity availability, 
posing risks to the health of pregnant 
women and newborns during childbirth. 

Breaking down the overall Index 
into sub-indexes, which are further 
divided into dimensions, allows for 
a more specific analysis of certain 
aspects of women’s and children’s 
lives and related human rights. This 
approach reveals that some countries 
exhibit very positive or very negative 

which may not be prominently 
highlighted in the overall rankings 
(Figure 16).

Figure 16 
The top 5 and bottom 5 countries in each dimension of the Context Sub-Index 2024

DIMENSIONS OF THE 
CONTEXT SUB-INDEX

COUNTRY RANK SCORE OUT 
OF 100

COUNTRY RANK SCORE OUT  
OF 100

Environment DR Congo 1 98.6 Bahrain 153 18.5

Central African 
Republic

2 98.2 Saudi Arabia 154 14.7

Sierra Leone 3 96.8 United Arab Emirates 155 10.3

Liberia 4 96.3 Kuwait 156 9.8

Guinea-Bissau 5 94.5 Qatar 157 4.7

Housing Kuwait 1 100.0 Togo 153 10.6

Singapore 1 100.0 DR Congo 154 10.3

Denmark 3 99.4 Ethiopia 155 8.2

Austria 4 99.3 Central African 
Republic

156 7.6

Republic of Korea 4 99.3 Chad 157 6.5

Conflicts and wars Iceland 1 97.7 DR Congo 153 62.9

Denmark 2 96.1 Myanmar 154 61.3

Ireland 2 96.1 Central African 
Republic

155 38.7

New Zealand 2 96.1 Ukraine 156 34.8

Austria 5 96.0 Afghanistan 157 31.9

Democracy and Safety Norway 1 94.2 Chad 153 29.2

Iceland 2 93.0 Myanmar 154 29.1

Ireland 3 91.8 Venezuela 155 29.1

Switzerland 4 91.5 DR Congo 156 28.2

Denmark 5 90.1 Central African 
Republic

157 24.2

Access to Information Iceland 1 99.8 Burkina Faso 153 20.2

United Arab Emirates 2 99.6 Malawi 154 18.9

Kuwait 2 99.6 Chad 155 14.4

Norway 4 99.5 Central African 
Republic

156 12.8

Bahrain 5 99.3 Burundi 157 7.7

s = 0.861

s = 0.844

SOUTH ASIA EAST AND SOUTH 
AFRICA

EAST EUROPE AND 
CENTRAL ASIA

MIDDLE EAST AND 
NORTH AFRICA

CENTRAL AND WEST 
AFRICA

EAST ASIA AND 
PACIFIC

LATIN AMERICA AND WEST EUROPE AND 
OTHER STATES

SOUTH ASIA EAST AND SOUTH 
AFRICA

EAST EUROPE AND 
CENTRAL ASIA

MIDDLE EAST AND 
NORTH AFRICA

CENTRAL AND WEST 
AFRICA

EAST ASIA AND 
PACIFIC

LATIN AMERICA AND WEST EUROPE AND 
OTHER STATES
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2.4 
The Children’s  
Sub-Index  
Global Map

30 Croatia 84.6
31 Spain 84.4
32 Canada 84.3
32 Malta 84.3
34 Hungary 83.9
34 Russia 83.9
36 Greece 83.3
37 Slovakia 81.1
38 United States 81.0
39 Montenegro 79.9
40 Chile 79.7
41 Kazakhstan 79.0
42 Belarus 78.7
43 China 78.5
44 Moldova 77.1
45 Uruguay 77.0
46 Argentina 76.8
47 Mexico 76.1
48 Turkey 76.0
49 Cuba 75.1
50 Mongolia 75.0

1 Denmark 92.8
2 Netherlands 92.6
2 Sweden 92.6
4 Switzerland 92.1
5 Norway 91.5
6 Slovenia 91.4
7 Portugal 90.8
8 Iceland 90.7
9 France 90.5

10 Belgium 90.3
11 Luxembourg 90.1
12 Australia 89.9
13 Finland 89.7
14 Ireland 89.6
15 Estonia 89.0
15 South Korea 89.0
17 Cyprus 88.9
18 Japan 88.6
19 Lithuania 88.4
20 Austria 88.0
21 Latvia 87.8
22 New Zealand 87.5
23 Czech Republic 87.4
24 Israel 87.3
25 Italy 87.2
26 Singapore 86.7
27 Poland 86.1
28 Germany 85.6
29 United Kingdom 85.0

51 Serbia 74.8
52 Bulgaria 74.7
52 Maldives 74.7
54 Uzbekistan 74.4
55 Mauritius 74.1
56 Thailand 73.6
57 United Arab 

Emirates
72.8

58 Tunisia 72.7
59 Bosnia and 

Herzegovina
72.2

60 Albania 72.1
60 Iran 72.1
62 Malaysia 71.8
63 Romania 71.6
63 Vietnam 71.6
65 Georgia 71.3
65 Saudi Arabia 71.3
67 Kyrgyz Republic 70.9
68 Costa Rica 70.6
69 Algeria 70.3
70 Macedonia 70.1
70 Ukraine 70.1
72 Bahrain 69.7
73 Brazil 69.5
74 Fiji 69.3
75 Panama 68.9
76 Bolivia 68.5
77 Peru 67.2

Advanced Human 
Rights Implementation
Ranking� Score

Strong Human Rights 
Implementation
Ranking� Score

Moderate Human 
Rights Implementation
Ranking� Score

78 Trinidad and 
Tobago

67.1

79 Ecuador 66.9
80 Kuwait 66.8
81 Azerbaijan 65.9
82 Sri Lanka 65.6
83 Indonesia 65.2
84 Jamaica 65.1

Equal or more than 85

ChildFund Alliance members

Data not available

ChildFund Alliance countries of operations

85 Qatar 64.9
86 Bhutan 64.2
87 India 64.0
88 Oman 63.4
89 Armenia 63.0
90 Tajikistan 62.9
91 Colombia 62.8
92 Dominican 

Republic
62.5

93 Egypt 62.4
94 Morocco 62.1
95 Cabo Verde 61.8
96 Philippines 60.7
97 El Salvador 60.6
98 Namibia 60.2
99 Guyana 60.1

100 Paraguay 58.7
101 Belize 58.6
102 Nicaragua 58.5
102 Palestine 58.5
104 Honduras 55.3
104 Suriname 55.3

106 Bangladesh 54.9
107 Togo 54.7
108 Jordan 54.5
109 Cambodia 54.3
110 Lebanon 54.0
111 Myanmar 53.6
112 Vanuatu 53.5
113 Nepal 53.1
114 Venezuela 52.5
115 South Africa 52.4
116 Guatemala 50.5
117 Timor-Leste 49.6
118 Botswana 49.1
118 Ghana 49.1
120 Kenya 48.7
120 Papua New 

Guinea
48.7

122 Cote d'Ivoire 46.6
123 Laos 46.4
124 Rwanda 46.0
125 Burundi 45.8
126 Senegal 45.6
127 Mozambique 45.5
128 Comoros 45.2
129 Eswatini 45.0

130 Sierra Leone 43.5
131 Madagascar 43
132 Afghanistan 42.9
133 Benin 42.1
134 Tanzania 41.9
135 Ethiopia 41.6
136 Zambia 41.5
136 Zimbabwe 41.5
138 Guinea-Bissau 41.4
139 Cameroon 41.3
139 Malawi 41.3
141 Pakistan 41
142 Gambia 40.4
143 Nigeria 40.3
144 Yemen 39.8
145 Uganda 38.4
146 Mauritania 37.8
147 Djibouti 37.7

Basic Human Rights 
Implementation
Ranking� Score

Limited Human Rights 
Implementation
Ranking� Score

Minimal Human Rights 
Implementation
Ranking� Score

Equal or less than 45

148 Lesotho 37.5
149 Burkina Faso 36.7
150 DR Congo 35.8
151 Angola 35.1
152 Guinea 32.2
153 Liberia 31.7
154 Mali 31.3
155 Niger 30.9
156 Central African 

Republic
30.6

157 Chad 30.1
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Figure 31 
ChildFund Alliance Understanding of The Right to The Future 3.1.1 The Human 

Rights-Based 
Approach (HRBA)

for sustainable development rooted in 
international human rights standards 
and principles. The HRBA anchors 
development plans, policies, 
and processes in a system of 
corresponding rights and obligations 
established under international 
law, encompassing all civil, cultural, 
economic, political, and social rights, 
including the right to development 
(UNDP, 2006). 

It introduces the idea that certain actors 
have duties to facilitate and foster 
development, targeting, supporting, 
and enabling entities responsible for 
delivering and protecting human rights 

obligations, and ‘rights holders’ can 
claim their rights. It is essential to 
empower rights holders to claim 
their rights and ensure that duty 
bearers respect and protect these 
rights (UNSDG, 2024). This approach 
promotes, protects, and implements 

holders and duty bearers, including the 
State as the main duty bearer and the 
broader community.

The “human right to the future” is 
an implicit but critical component of 
international human rights legislation 
that is receiving more attention, 
particularly in relation to the rights 

generally recognized body of law, we 
refer to this legal framework to retrace 
all the elements that concur with our 
understanding of the right to the future. 
While this notion is not specifically 
stated in current treaties, it may 
be derived from a number of key 
documents and principles.

3.1.2 The Convention 
on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC)

In this sense, a landmark achievement 
is the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC), adopted by the UN General 
Assembly in 1989. The CRC recognizes 
children as social, economic, 
political, civil, and cultural actors, 
defining a child as anyone under 
the age of eighteen. The Convention 
guarantees and sets minimum 
standards for protecting children’s 
rights across 54 articles, emphasizing 
governments’ responsibilities to protect 
these rights and ensure every child can 
enjoy them (UNICEF, 2019).

Some principles of the CRC implicitly 
contain the notion of the right to the 
future, making the Convention a compass 
for substantiating and deriving it. 

	Ố Non-discrimination (Article 2)
	Ố
	Ố Realizing and concretizing rights (Article 

4)
	Ố Right to life and development (Article 6)
	Ố Right to be listened to and respected 

(Article 12)
	Ố Right to freedom of expression and of 

thought, conscience and religion (Arti-
cles 13 and 14)

	Ố Rights to freedom of association and of 
peaceful assembly (Article 15)

	Ố Access to information and education 
(Articles 17 and 28)

	Ố Rights to health, water, food, environ-
ment, and a safe home (Articles 24 and 
27)

	Ố Freedom and safeguarding of culture, 
language, and religion (Article 30)

	Ố Right to rest and leisure, to engage in 
play and recreational activities and to 
participate freely in cultural life and the 
arts (Article 31)

	Ố Protection from violence, harmful work, 
sexual abuse, exploitation, and war 
(Articles 19, 32, 34, 36, 38)11

Comment No. 26 on children’s rights and the environment, 

3.1.3 The International 
Path to the Right to 
the Future

Referring to the principles enshrined in 
we identified 

tools and concepts in international 
documents and law that may 
help to define and support our 
understanding of the right to the 
future. This integration enables us to 
focus on young and new generations, 
addressing crises and breaches 
of human rights while building the 
framework for a new social contract.

In recent years, international documents 
and treaties have increasingly adopted 
a forward-looking perspective12. 
The international community has, 
in essence, embedded the concept 
of the “right to the future” within 
several internationally recognized 
frameworks, even though it has 
never been explicitly articulated.

with a particular emphasis on climate change, published 
by UNICEF in 2023. General Comment No. 26 articulates 
the obligation of states to safeguard children’s rights not 
only from immediate threats but also from foreseeable 
infringements that may arise in the future as a result 
of current actions or inactions by states. Fore more 

documents/hrbodies/crc/gcomments/gc26/2023/GC26-
Child-Friendly-Version_English.pdf 

recognition, including through the work of the United 

approach can be used to develop future scenarios based 
on data and information. Indeed, in an era of multiplying 
and interconnected risks and challenges, fostering a culture 
of anticipatory and forward-looking analysis is essential to 
building resilience and ensuring sustainable development 
for future generations. For more information: https://www.
undrr.org/our-work#:~:text=The%20United%20Nations%20

people%20and%20the%20future%20of%20the%20planet. 

The international 
community  

has embedded  
the concept of the “right 

to the future” within 
several internationally 

recognized frameworks, 
even though it has never 

been explicitly articulated.

Human Rights-Based 
Approach

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Sustainable development is closely linked to the right to the 
future of children and youth, as:

- it is grounded in the principle of ensuring a healthy and 
safe environment for present and future generations;

- it emphasizes balancing current societal needs with those 
of children and future generations;

- it advocates for policies and interventions to consider the 
interests of children and future generations in decision-
making, ensuring that current actions do not compromise 
their rights, both now and in the future;

- it aims to build societies that are fairer, environmentally 
respectful, and capable of meeting the basic needs of both 
their current and future members.

CAPABILITIES
Capabilities are crucial to understand the concept of 
the right to the future, because:

- they highlight the connection between human 
rights and the practical exercise of those rights;

- they inherently incorporate the idea of the future, 
enabling present generations, particularly young 
people, to lay the groundwork for their future 
aspirations;

- their integration allows for a more comprehensive 

interventions;

- this approach recognizes that individuals’ acquisition 

cultural contexts in which they live.

CHILD PARTICIPATION
Children’s civic and political participation is integral to realize their right to 
the future: 

- it directly impacts their well-being by fostering their capabilities and agency, 
enhancing self-esteem, cognitive abilities, and social skills; 

- young generations possess unique insights into their lives and experiences, 
informing policies and programs designed for them. Given their position 
between the present and the future, listening to children and youth is essential 
for understanding the challenges and barriers they face and will face. 

- it brings diverse perspectives and experiences to the table, essential for 

CAPACITY TO ASPIRE
The capacity to aspire is a fundamental key to 
understand the right to the future of children 
and young people, because:

- it implies a forward momentum, a projecting 
of oneself and one’s desires into a more or less 
distant future;

- its integration into policy and intervention 
implies a change of perspective, allowing us 
to focus not only on children’s current living 
conditions and immediate needs but also on 
their ambitions, goals, and dreams to build a 
society that facilitates their realization.

INTERGENERATIONAL 
JUSTICE

Central to the principle of intergenerational justice is the best 
interests of the child, enshrined in Article 3 of the CRC. This 

well-being as a primary consideration, serving as a critical bridge 
between present and future interests (Daly, 2023). Recognizing the 
urgency of addressing past, present and future challenges from an 
intergenerational perspective, especially those disproportionately 

- while both present and future generations theoretically possess 
equal rights, disparities exist in their ability to realize and enforce 
these rights, particularly in the future;

- addressing past injustices through truth and reconciliation 
processes can help break the cycle of intergenerational trauma 
and inequity (HLCP, 2024);

- it underscores the imperative for states to carefully consider the 
impact of laws and policies on children, both now and in the future, 
thereby safeguarding the rights of future generations.

Convention on the  
Rights of the Child

RIGHT  
TO THE  
FUTURE
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CAPACITY TO ASPIRE
The concept of capabilities is closely 
intertwined with the notion of “capacity 
to aspire,” which, while not always 
explicitly named, aligns with principles 
found in documents related to children’s 
rights, education, development, 

instrumental in understanding the right 
to the future. 

Sociology introduced the notion of 
aspirations as a pivotal factor shaping an 
individual’s life trajectory and well-being 
as far back as the 1960s. Aspirations, 

decisions regarding education, job-
seeking, and income. Appadurai (2004) 

aspiration as a capability, referring 
to it as “the capacity to aspire.” He 
highlighted that this capacity 
is unevenly distributed across 
society, with individuals from less 
privileged backgrounds facing more 
constrained social contexts in which 
to explore possibilities compared to 
their more privileged counterparts. 

The capacity to aspire hinges on 
individuals having tangible opportunities 
to pursue and achieve their goals. It is 
grounded in existing capabilities and 

factors and various obstacles that 
may limit capabilities. Aspirations are 
inherently realistic, not fanciful dreams 
beyond reach (Nathan, 2005).

Aligned with CRC Articles 28 and 29 
and Goal 4 of the United Nations’ 
2030 Agenda, which strive to ensure 
inclusive, equitable, and quality 
education while promoting lifelong 
learning opportunities for all, several 
international documents stress the 

and capabilities crucial for enhancing 
the capacity to aspire. For instance, the 
“World Program of Action for Youth” 
(WPAY) underscores the importance 
of youth empowerment and the 
necessity for policies that enable young 

people to cultivate their capacities and 
aspirations (UN, 2010). Additionally, 
the United Nations “Declaration on 
Human Rights Education and Training” 
(2011) underscores the pivotal role of 
education in fostering a universal culture 
of human rights, which is fundamental 
for nurturing the capacity to aspire.

Lastly, the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) addressed the link 
between the capacity to aspire, young 
generations, and their future in its 2020 
report titled Youth Aspirations and the 
Future of Work19. The ILO emphasized 
that the aspirations of young people are 
vital for their human capital investment, 
educational decisions, and labor 
market outcomes. Recognizing these 
aspirations is crucial when formulating 

continued disenfranchisement of young 
people.

In the context of the right to the 
future, the capacity to aspire 
entails adolescents and children 
being empowered to envision their 
future, fostering ambition about 
their lives, careers, families, and 
more. Developing this capacity involves 
not only dreaming but also connecting 
immediate steps with intermediate and 
future goals. This bridge between the 
present and the future cultivates the 
capacity to aspire, which, in turn, drives 
capability development. 

Moreover, the capacity to aspire serves 
as a link between the past and the 
future—shaped by previous capabilities 

capabilities to shape future ones.

In essence, the “capacity to aspire” refers 
to individuals’ ability, particularly children 
and youth, to envision and strive for 
their future, bolstered by a foundation 
of rights and opportunities. This entails:

 

public/@ed_emp/documents/publication/wcms_755248.pdf

	Ố Access to quality education that cul-
tivates critical thinking, creativity, and 
the development of talents and abili-
ties (CRC Articles 28 and 29, SDG 4).

	Ố Ensuring conditions conducive to 
physical, mental, and emotional de-
velopment (CRC Article 6).

	Ố Recognizing and valuing the cultural 
contexts that shape aspirations (Ap-
padurai, 2004).

	Ố Eliminating barriers to freedom and 
broadening individuals’ capabilities 
to choose and pursue the lives they 
value (Nussbaum, 2011).

How does this relate to 
our understanding of 
the right to the future?

The capacity to aspire implies a 
forward momentum, a projecting 
of oneself and one’s desires into 
a more or less distant future. 
For precisely this reason, we 
believe that the capacity to 
aspire is a fundamental key to 
understanding the right to the 
future of children and young 
people. We believe that children’s 
and youth’s aspirations should 
be integrated into all policies 
and interventions concerning 
them. This entails a shift in our 
perspective: we must not only 
focus on their current living 
conditions and immediate 
needs but also incorporate 
their ambitions, goals, and 
dreams to build a society that 
facilitates their realization. 
Crucially, listening to and taking 
seriously the views of young 
people are prerequisites for 
implementing and strengthening 
the capacity to aspire. 

CHILD PARTICIPATION 
Since the adoption of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, there has been 
a profound shift in how children and 
adolescents are perceived and treated: 
as individuals entitled to their own rights, 
encompassing civil and political liberties. 
The CRC solidified in international 
law the principle that children have 
the right to be heard. By ratifying 
the CRC, states affirmed that every 
child has the right to participate in 
decisions affecting them and that 
decision-makers are obliged to listen 
to and consider their views. 

At the core of international policy on 
child participation lies Article 12 of 
the CRC. This article delineates two 
fundamental rights: the right to express 
one’s views and the right to have those 
views accorded due consideration.  
The freedom to express their 
perspectives empowers children to 

decision-making. Moreover, it mandates 
state parties to actively listen to 
children and facilitate their involvement 
in all matters concerning them. 

Expanding upon the notion of 
participation outlined in Article 12, 
the UN Committee on the Rights of 
the Child, in its General Comments 
12, defined child participation as an 
“ongoing process,” characterized by 
information-sharing and dialogue 
between children and adults founded 
on mutual respect. In this process, 
children learn how their views, along 
with those of adults, inform and 
shape outcomes (Committee on the 
Rights of the Child, 2009). 

participation as an active, ongoing 
process wherein they are viewed as 
change agents, engaged in constructive 
dialogue with adults and institutions. 
Recognizing children and youth 
as agents of change necessitates 
affording them opportunities to 
participate in decision-making 

processes across various levels, 
from family to international. Adults 
play a crucial role in this by creating 
spaces for children to voice their 
opinions, thereby enhancing their 
capacity to contribute to society. This 
can be achieved through empowering 
children, providing access to education 
and information, and fostering positive 
relationships among children, adults, 
and communities. 

In recent years, more children and 
young people have been asserting their 
voices in decision-making processes. 
Many countries have developed legal 
and policy frameworks, and mechanisms 
have been established to support 
children’s participation. However, 

the practical realization of their right to 
participate and be heard. For example, 
only 2.4 % of climate funds from key 
multilateral climate funds supports 
projects incorporating child-responsive 
activities (UNICEF, 2023). 

How does this relate to 
our understanding of the 
right to the future?

Children’s civic and political 
participation is integral to realize 
their right to the future. Firstly, it 
directly impacts their well-being 
by fostering their capabilities and 
agency, enhancing self-esteem, 
cognitive abilities, and social skills. 
Secondly, young generations possess 
unique insights into their lives and 
experiences, informing policies 
and programs designed for them. 
Given their position between the 
present and the future, listening 
to children and youth is essential 
for understanding the challenges 
and barriers they face and will 
face. Lastly, their participation 
brings diverse perspectives and 
experiences to the table, essential 
for addressing complex issues 

Therefore, enhancing such 

only children and youth but also their 
families and communities as a whole. 
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3.1.4 The Recent Debate 

Since 2020, the international community 
has increasingly focused on the future. 
A plethora of documents, policies, and 
meetings have emerged, frequently 

drawing upon and incorporating 
concepts such as sustainable 
development, intergenerational justice, 
and child participation.  

These principles are viewed as 
foundational for safeguarding human 
rights, both in the present and in the 
future.

From the Future Generations…

anniversary of the United Nations, the Secretary General 
released the report “Our Common Agenda” (UN, 2021), with 
recommendations to advance the UN common agenda and 
to respond to current and future challenges. 

In this document, the Secretary-General calls for a 
Declaration on Future Generations20, a Futures Lab21 
and a UN Special Envoy to ensure that policy and 
budget decisions consider their impact on future 
generations. However, this document fails to explicitly 
acknowledge individuals, groups, and people who will exist 
in the future as bearers of fundamental human rights. It 
also lacks clarity on the connection between the ongoing 
repercussions of past injustices and the violation of human 
rights among present and future generations. While the 
document introduces a crucial future-oriented perspective, 

by the normative and accountability framework of 
international human rights law. 

In response to this need, a coalition of legal and 
human rights experts from across the globe initiated 
a comprehensive examination in 2017. Over a six-year 
period, they meticulously scrutinized the state of human 
rights law concerning future generations, concluding their 

international treaties, national constitutions and legislation, 
insights from Indigenous Peoples, and consultations 
with key social movements and experts. The result is 
the “Maastricht Principles on the Human Rights of 
Future Generations”22, adopted in February 2023 and 
endorsed by nearly 60 leading human rights experts 
from around the world (Rights of Future Generations, 
2023).

community to use futuristic thinking and strategic foresight in planning, policy and 
decision-making. In this way, the United Nations and international planning move from 
short-term reactions to long-term sustainable choices and policies. For more information: 
https://un-futureslab.org/ 

https://www.rightsoffuturegenerations.org/the-principles

The Maastricht Principles serve to elucidate the application of 

rights are timeless and extend fully to future generations, 
emphasizing the inherent coverage of future generations 
within the existing framework of human rights law. 

the future is threefold: 

	Ố Firstly, they underscore the critical importance of rec-
ognizing the intergenerational dimensions of present 
actions and decisions.

	Ố Secondly, they highlight the necessity of evolving 
decision-making processes to ensure both justice and 
sustainability for present, near future, and distant gener-
ations.

	Ố Lastly, they emphasize the central role of the younger 
generation in these processes.

Indeed, it is claimed that: “Children and youth are closest 
in time to generations still to come and thus occupy a 
unique position, and have an important role to play, within 
this transition to long-term, multigenerational thinking. 
Accordingly, their perspectives and participation in decision-
making with respect to long-term and intergenerational risks 
must be accorded special weight.” (ibid.).

Hence, it is imperative that states ensure the full realization 
of children’s and adolescents’ human rights in the present 
while safeguarding them for the future. 

Although the Principles primarily address the rights 
of future generations, who are yet to come but will be 
impacted by present decisions, there is also a focus on the 
rights of children and their future. This underscores the 
significance of younger generations, who occupy a 
unique position bridging the present and the future. 
With this dual perspective, they play a crucial role in 
fostering a transition toward long-term, sustainable, and 
intergenerational approaches and thinking.

…to the Future of the Present Ones

With the international community’s newfound focus on the future and 
the younger generations, the Secretary-General extended an invitation 
to young people to address the challenges confronting both present and 
future generations, particularly those under the age of 30. Responding 
to this call, a group of youths, comprising eight UN Foundation Next 
Generation Fellows, collaborated to answer the Secretary-General’s call 
through their report “Our Future Agenda” (2021). 

The document explicitly underscores the need for collective actions 

young people confront crises they did not cause, “Our Future Agenda” 
advocates for a new social contract and a revitalized multilateral system 
that prioritizes listening to and working with young people to guarantee 
their rights, both today and tomorrow. 

To establish this new social contract, the Our Future Agenda report 
outlines key areas considered crucial for the future well-being of children 
and adolescents: 

	Ố Education: Providing an accessible space for curiosity, creativity, and 
entrepreneurship, preparing youth for the future of work, where they 
learn their rights and responsibilities as global citizens and acquire the 
skills needed to thrive.

	Ố Employment: Ensuring secure, stable, and meaningful employment op-
portunities free from discrimination based on age or any other factor.

	Ố Environmental Protection: Empowering young people to safeguard the 
planet for current and future generations by asserting their environ-
mental rights and addressing the looming threats of climate change and 
other catastrophic risks.

	Ố Youth and Child Participation: Reimagining international institutions to 
provide spaces for young people to shape the future, amplifying their 
voices, and integrating them into decision-making processes.

In this context, adopting a future-oriented perspective serves as a 
framework wherein young people, once a silent majority, emerge as 
architects of their rights and architects of their future. “Our Future 
Agenda”, together with “Our Common Agenda”, have led to the 
organization of “The Summit of The Future”, an event bringing world 
leaders together in September 2024 to forge a new international 
consensus on how to better meet the needs of the present while also 
safeguarding the future.
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3.2 
ChildFund Alliance Global Consultation  
on the Right to the Future
In February 2024, ChildFund Alliance 
launched a global consultation 
involving more than 10,000 children 
and adolescents across 41 countries 
worldwide. This initiative was made 
possible through the collaborative 

member organizations and their local 
partners. 

The consultation represents a 
comprehensive exercise in child 
listening and participation, enabling 
the Alliance members to realign 
their interventions based on the 
voices of children and adolescents. 
Its goal is to contribute to public 
discourse on children’s rights and 
catalyze concrete changes in project 

focus on child participation.

The consultation is structured into 
four main sections (getting to know the 
sample; children’s and adolescents’ 
rights at present; envisioning the future; 
and shaping the future), predominantly 
featuring closed-ended questions 
with two open-ended inquiries. Most 
responses to open-ended questions 

section of this chapter, with selected 
insights also integrated into the 
quantitative results to emphasize key 
themes and nuances.

OBJECTIVES OF THE 
CONSULTATION

	Ố Assess the extent to which children 
and adolescents involved in Child-
Fund Alliance projects—which reach 
approximately 30 million children in 
more than 70 countries—realize their 
fundamental rights. 

	Ố Assess whether children and adoles-
cents recognize themselves as rights 
holders. 

	Ố Investigate the worries, expectations, 
priorities and aspirations of children 
and adolescents regarding their 
future. 

	Ố Engage children and adolescents in 

their daily lives. 
	Ố Identify major intervention areas 

based on children’s and adolescents’ 
needs and expectations in order to 
produce focused recommendations 
and policies.

GENERAL 
METHODOLOGICAL 
INFORMATION25

	Ố The questionnaire used for the con-
sultation was developed by a panel 
of experts, including specialists in 
Child Protection and Education, and 
subsequently reviewed and validated 
by ChildFund Alliance’s Advocacy Task 
Force.

	Ố The consultation did not aim to 
engage a statistically representative 
sample of the child population, but 
rather engaged more than 10,000 
children and adolescents aged 10 to 
18 in 41 countries (out of 70 where 
the Alliance operates). Participants 
were reached through projects im-

Appendix.

plemented by our member organiza-
-

ent countries.
	Ố The selected countries were chosen 

based on their status as operational 
areas for ChildFund Alliance. The data 
should not be regarded as represent-
ative of entire nations; in some coun-
tries, the Alliance operates extensive-
ly across all regions (with multiple 
members working concurrently, such 

where a single member operates 
(e.g., Lebanon and Tanzania).

	Ố The global consultation encompassed 
a diverse range of countries and a 
broad age demographic. Therefore, 
questions were formulated generical-

groups or cultural contexts. While this 
approach does not delve into the nu-
ances of individual country situations, 
it allows for comparable insights 
across the broader sample.

	Ố The global consultation was conduct-
ed through various methods: children 
and adolescents could independently 
complete the questionnaire by scan-

sessions were conducted through 
group exercises in other regions (us-
ing paper-based questionnaires); and 
facilitated sessions involved interview-
ers conducting surveys with individual 
children and entering responses into 
tablets.

Highlights from ChildFund Alliance Global Consultation / part 1

 
GETTING TO KNOW THE SAMPLE

The sample comrprised 10,000 boys and girls aged 10 to 18 
from 41 countries. We first asked several questions to better 
identify their social profile with the aim of analyzing the 
responses considering varying backgrounds, life experiences, 
and conditions.

	Ố More than 1 in 7 children with disabilities report not 
attending school regularly.

	Ố In Central and West Africa, almost 1 in 3 children say 
they do not go to school regularly.

	Ố Almost 1 in 10 children say they are currently working.
	Ố More than 1 in 7 children do not have clothes in good 

condition or school supplies, and do not feel full after 
each meal.

	Ố Food insecurity increases dramatically among children 

to 14% of those who do not have a disability.
	Ố More than 1 in 4 children among the respondents have 

low socioeconomic status. In Central and West Africa, 

	Ố More than 1 in 10 children do not usually feel happy. In 

in 3 children.
	Ố The level of happiness correlates positively with both 

school attendance and food security, indicating that chil-
dren who attend school regularly and feel full after each 
meal tend to be happier.

 

 
CHILDREN’S AND ADOLESCENTS’ RIGHTS AT PRESENT

This second part of the consultation focuses on the current 
status of children, their rights, the challenges they face, and 
instances of rights violations, as well as the role of adults in 
safeguarding their rights.

	Ố More than 1 in 5 children have a weak perception of 
their rights.

	Ố
compared to girls.

	Ố Almost 3 out of 10 children with low socioeconomic 
status have a weak perception of their rights, in contrast 
to almost 2 out of 10 among those from higher socioec-
onomic backgrounds. Vulnerability and marginalization 
adversely impact children’s recognition of themselves as 
rights holders.

	Ố 4 children out of 10 report feeling unsafe due to wars 
and crime.

	Ố Almost 1 in 3 children say that adults do not ask for their 
opinion. 

	Ố 1 child out of 4 report that adults say or do things that 
make them feel bad.

	Ố Children with disabilities tend to be more discriminat-
ed against, with 45.7% of them saying they are treated 

children who do not have a disability.
	Ố Children whose social identities are subjected to multiple 

forms of discrimination, or those from disadvantaged 

	Ố More than 1 in 4 children believe that adults do not fully 
promote their rights.

	Ố A positive correlation emerges between children’s per-
ception of their rights and the actual promotion of these 
rights by adults. Living in environments where rights are 

-

holders.
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among children with disabilities, where 
17.5% usually do not feel happy, 
compared to 11.5% of those who do 
not have a disability. Similarly, among 
children with migrant backgrounds, 
19.1% report not usually feeling happy, 
contrasting with 11.5% of those without 
such backgrounds. Furthermore, those 
belonging to native, indigenous, or 
aboriginal communities also indicate 
higher levels of unhappiness compared 
to those who do not belong to these 
communities (14.6% vs. 11.4%, 
respectively). Conversely, children 

belonging to linguistic or religious 
minorities appear slightly happier (84.3% 
report feeling happy regularly, compared 
to 81.7% of those not belonging to a 

the supportive community structures 
often found within minority groups, which 
foster a sense of belonging and solidarity.

The level of happiness correlates 
positively with both school 
attendance and food security, 
indicating that children who attend 
school regularly, and feel full after 
each meal, tend to be happier.

Regular school attendance provides 
children with a stable and structured 
environment for learning, socializing, 
and developing essential life skills. 
Access to education not only fosters 
cognitive development but also 
establishes a sense of normalcy 
and routine that contributes to 
emotional well-being. Children who 
attend school regularly have increased 
opportunities for academic success and 
for forming positive relationships with 
peers and teachers, factors that can 
enhance their overall happiness.

The level of happiness 
is positively correlated 

with both school 
attendance and food 

security, indicating 
that children who 

attend school 
regularly, and feel full 
after each meal, tend 

to be happier.

ChildFund Japan in Nepal: Protection and Participation  
of Children in the Creation of their Future

ChildFund Japan (CFJ) in Nepal supports children, families, 
and communities in vulnerable and marginalized conditions 
through holistic, inclusive and sustainable solutions. 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child establishes that 
children and adolescents should be considered as subjects 
of rights, while recognizing the right of children to access 
health and education services, and to be protected against 
economic exploitation, and from performing any work that 
is likely to interfere with the child’s education or health.

Some of the major problems CFJ has witnessed as being 
the greatest threats that jeopardize children’s right 
to a future are caused by climate change, as millions 
of children live in areas highly vulnerable to natural 
disasters.

Other challenges children face include lack of access 
to social protections such as health services and 
education, increased risk of harm online, migration and 

which constitute major threats to children’s rights. The 
COVID-19 pandemic further exacerbated these threats.

EMPOWERMENT THROUGH PARTICIPATION

Children’s participation is a key component in all the 
projects CFJ implements. Under the ‘Education for Hope’ 
project, children-led Child Protection Policy and Procedures 
was presented at the municipality-level exhibition dedicated 
to child rights and eventually endorsed by the municipal 
authorities.

ɀPromoting Safety and Equality in SchoolsɁ is another 
project that empowers and engages students to prevent 
and respond to school related gender-based violence 

and spearhead activities in schools and communities 

Jeni Tamang is the chairperson of her school’s Child Club 
and passionately advocates for a child safe and child-friendly 
environment within the school and community she lives in. 

“I am delighted to get opportunities to lead the rally 
on the occasion of 16th days of activism against 
gender-based violence organized by the Child Club in 
collaboration with the project.” - Jeni

“CONFIDENT SABINA, HAPPY SABINA!” 

The ɀSecuring Access to EducationɁ Project aims to 
empower children through participatory activities, enabling 
them to explore their passions and career interests and 
develop life skills such as communication, leadership, and 
mentorship. 

Sabina, a 15-year-old girl, is a young project leader in a 
patriarchal community where she acts as a role model 
to many girl children. She inspires and motivates them 
through organizing capacity building sessions for the 
Child Club members in schools and communities. Sabina 
expresses the transformative process she has experienced 
to be able to lead and facilitate interventions in her schools 
and community. She shares her story that the project 
has given her a life-time opportunity through which she is 

well within the community to advocate for girls’ rights to 
education.

She says that school leaders should create schools to be 
friendly and make them a safe learning space so that each 
child gets an equal opportunity to develop their personality 
and is able to excel in their academic performance. 

“In my community, girl’s education is not a priority. 
However, I want to motivate girls so that they 
are able to continue education and achieve their 
aspirations.” - Sabina
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3.2.2 Children’s and Adolescents’ Rights at Present

This second part of the consultation 
focuses on the current status of 
children, their rights, the challenges 
they face, and instances of rights 
violations, as well as the role of adults in 
safeguarding their rights.

RECOGNIZING ONESELF  
AS A RIGHTS HOLDER
 
After identifying the sample, our 
next step was to assess whether 
children and adolescents perceive 
themselves as rights holders. We 
achieved this by posing a series of 
questions regarding rights outlined in 
the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC), which are recognized as 
children’s rights.  

indicate their level of agreement with the 
recognition of these rights (Figure 49).

Looking at the overall sample, the 
agreement percentage—indicating 
recognition of the items listed as 
children’s rights—is generally above 
90%. However, there are notable 
exceptions: the right to access the 
internet receives 70.9% approval, 
meaning that 3 in 10 children do not 
consider it their right, and the right 
to non-discrimination garners 79.5% 
agreement, indicating that 2 in 10 do 
not recognize it as a children’s right. The 
right with the highest recognition is the 
right to education, acknowledged by 
97% of surveyed children.

In general, Central and West Africa 
report lower agreement rates among 
children regarding recognition of rights 
compared to other geographic areas 
(Figure 50). However, it is noteworthy 
that for certain rights, such as the 
right to non-discrimination (88.6% 
agreement) and the right to the future 
(97.3% agreement), the percentage of 
agreement in Central and West Africa 
surpasses the average of the general 
sample. Particularly striking is the 
high agreement rate for the right 
to the future in this region, despite 
Central and West Africa being 
identified by children themselves 
as facing greater deprivation and 
rights violations.

express stronger agreement regarding 
the right to express their opinion, with 
92.4% of girls agreeing compared to 
90% of boys across both age groups. 
Similarly, a similar pattern is observed 
for the right to non-discrimination, 
recognized by 81.4% of girls compared 
to 77.8% of boys.

Children who identify as having 
disabilities show lower recognition rates 
for the right to the future and the right 

7.5% of children with disabilities do 
not recognize the right to the future, 
compared to 4.2% of those who do 
not have a disability. Similarly, 9.6% 

Figure 49 
Children’s recognition of children’s rights

RIGHT % OF CHILDREN WHO AGREE  
THAT THESE ARE  

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
91.9

Express your opinion 91.3

Go to school and  
receive an education

97.0

Have access to water and food 96.9

Play and be with other children 93.8

Live in a clean, healthy and  
sustainable natural environment

95.1

Have access to safe housing 96.0

Live in good health and  
receive adequate care 

96.0

Have a family 96.8

 
all forms of violence 

94.5

Have access to the Internet 70.9

 
your gender, origin, religion, disability, etc.

79.5

Have a future 95.7

More than  
95% of children  
surveyed believe that  
the right to the future  
is a children’s right

95.7%

Figure 50 
Children’s recognition of children’s rights in Central and West Africa

RIGHT % OF CHILDREN  
IN CENTRAL AND WEST AFRICA WHO AGREE 

THAT THESE ARE CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
90.2

Express your opinion 87.3

Go to school and  
receive an education

94.8

Have access to water and food 95.8

Play and be with other children 94.8

Live in a clean, healthy and  
sustainable natural environment

96.5

Have access to safe housing 96

Live in good health and  
receive adequate care 

97.2

Have a family 97.6

 
all forms of violence 

97.2

Have access to the Internet 52.3

 
your gender, origin, religion, disability, etc.

88.6

Have a future 97.3

of children with disabilities do not 
recognize the right to express their 
opinion, slightly higher than the 8.6% 
among children who do not have a 
disability.

In general, children from low 
socioeconomic backgrounds show 
lower agreement in recognizing 
the listed items as children’s rights, 
particularly those related to child 
participation. For instance, while 93.4% 
of those not from a low socioeconomic 
background recognize the right to 
express their opinion, only 85.9% from 
low socioeconomic backgrounds do 
so. Similarly, the right to be listened 
to receives less agreement: 88.2% 
among those from a low socioeconomic 
background compared to 93.4% among 
those not from such backgrounds.

Combining these observations, a rights 
perception variable was created to 
measure the strength of children’s 
perceptions of their rights (see the 
methodological note in the appendix for 
details).
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The analysis shows that 78% of the 
sample has a strong perception of their 
rights, while the remaining 22% have 

geographic variations (Figure 51). 
Regions with lower perceptions of 
rights among children include South 
Asia (where 30.6% of children have a 
weak perception), Central and West 
Africa (23.9%), and East and South 
Africa (23.4%).

social identity of respondents are 
evident (Figure 52).

A detailed analysis reveals that boys 
tend to have weaker perceptions of 
their rights compared to girls. This 

such as gender socialization and cultural 

assertion of rights.

Furthermore, there is a noticeable 
distinction between pre-adolescents 
and adolescents. Pre-adolescents, likely 
due to their lower maturity and life 

More than 
1 in 5 children have a 
weak perception 
of their rights

CHILDREN % OF CHILDREN WITH A WEAK PERCEPTION 
OF THEIR RIGHTS

22.5

Girls 20.7

Adolescents 20.7

Pre-adolescents 22.8

Children who identify 
as a person with disabilities

25.0

Children who do not identify as a 
person with disabilities

21.4

Children with  
migrant background

18.2

Children with 
no migrant background

21.8

Children belonging to a native, 
indigenous or aboriginal community

17.4

Children who do not belong to a native, 
indigenous or aboriginal community

23.8

Children belonging  
to a minority

21.0

Children who do not belong  
to a minority

22.1

Children with low  
socio-economic status

30.1

Children with higher 
socio-economic status

18.2

Figure 52 
Children’s perception of their rights 
 according to their social identity and condition

experience, exhibit a weaker perception 
of their rights compared to adolescents, 
who tend to develop greater awareness 
and critical thinking skills as they 
approach adulthood.

The perception of rights is notably 
weaker among children with 
disabilities or those from marginalized 
socioeconomic backgrounds. These 
social groups encounter discrimination 
and barriers that may diminish their 
sense of empowerment and awareness 
of their rights.

The most significant difference 
pertains to children from low 
socioeconomic backgrounds. Within 
this group, 30.1% of respondents 
exhibit a weak perception of their 
rights, in contrast to 18.2% among 
those not from a disadvantaged 

socioeconomic background. This 
disparity suggests that economic 
and social marginalization could 
diminish awareness of personal rights. 
Economic hardships and limited access 
to education and information may 
contribute to reduced knowledge and 
assertion of one’s rights. Consequently, 
it can be hypothesized that vulnerability 
and marginalization adversely impact 
children’s recognition of themselves as 
right-holders.

Interestingly, children with a migrant 
background, as well as those belonging 
to native, indigenous, aboriginal, or 
minority communities, demonstrate a 
stronger perception of their rights. This 
phenomenon may be linked to intricate 
processes of identity recognition. 
Experiences of migration and adaptation 
often heighten awareness of rights 

as essential tools for protection and 
inclusion. Within indigenous and 
minority communities, there exists 
a tradition of intergenerational 
transmission of values and a history 
of advocating for rights, which fosters 
heightened awareness. Moreover, 
historical experiences of discrimination 
in these communities sometimes 
cultivate a collective consciousness 
centered on the pursuit of equality. 
This collective consciousness might 
incentivize a more acute perception of 
rights, viewed as crucial instruments for 
defending cultural identities.

Economic and social 
marginalization  

could diminish awareness  
of personal rights

Figure 51 
Perceptions of children’s rights in different geographic areas

AREA % OF CHILDREN WITH A STRONG 
PERCEPTION OF THEIR RIGHTS

% OF CHILDREN WITH A WEAK 
PERCEPTION OF THEIR RIGHTS

General sample 78.0 22.0

East Europe and Central Asia (Moldova) 87.0 13.0

Central and West Africa 76.1 23.9

East and South Africa 76.6 23.4

87.5 12.5

Latin America and Caribbean 88.8 11.2

Middle East and North Africa (Lebanon) 78.7 21.3

South Asia 69.4 30.6

West Europe 89.8 10.2
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geographic regions also emerge. Central 
and West Africa stand out once again as 
the region where basic rights are most 
lacking and where children perceive 
adults as least promoting their rights.

Nearly 1 in 3 children 
surveyed across 41 countries 

report that adults  
do not treat all 

children equally

Figure 54 
Children’s rights that adults do not promote according to children in different geographic areas

AREA MAIN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS % OF CHILDREN WHO AGREE

General sample

They ensure children have access to the internet 47.9

They ask children’s opinion 47.7

They treat everyone the same 31.9

East Europe and Central Asia 
(Moldova)

They listen to children and try to understand them 30.4

They ask for children’s opinion 30.4

They ensure they can play and be with other children 30.4

Central and West Africa

They ensure children have access to the internet 80.9

They ask for children’s opinion 66.1

They listen to children and try to understand them 62

East and South Africa

They ensure children have access to the internet 68.4

They ask for children’s opinion 57.6

They listen to children and try to understand them 48.2

They ask for children’s opinion 47.6

They listen to children and try to understand them 39

They ensure children have access to the internet 32.7

Latin America and Caribbean

They ask for children’s opinion 61.4

They ensure children have access to the internet 48.7

They listen to children and try to understand them 47.9

Middle East and North Africa 
(Lebanon)

They ensure children have access to the internet 60

They listen to children and try to understand them 30.7

They ask for children’s opinion 30.7

South Asia

They ask for children’s opinion 46.2

They listen to children and try to understand them 45.2

They ensure children have access to the internet 40

West Europe

They ask for children’s opinion 53.7

They listen to children and try to understand them 49.5

They ensure children have access to the internet 29.1

* The complete list of items listed included: Ask their opinion; Listen to them and try to understand them; Ensure that they go to school and get an education; Ensure that they can play and be 
with other children; Ensure that they live in a clean, healthy and sustainable natural environment; Ensure that they have access to safe housing; Protect their health and provide the care they 
need when they are sick; Ensure that they have a family; Protect them from any violence and mistreatment; Ensure that they have access to the Internet; Treat everyone equally, regardless of 
their gender, origin, religion, ethnicity, disability, etc. They are committed to ensuring a better future for them.

sample reveals that, overall, girls tend 
to report more negative responses than 

that adults never or only sometimes 
ensure they get to play with other 
children (compared to 25.4% of boys). 
Additionally, 53.2% of girls state that 
adults never or only sometimes ask their 
opinion, while 51.5% of boys report the 
same.

26.3% of children who identify as having 
a disability report that adults almost 
never or only rarely protect them from 
abuse and mistreatment, compared 
to 18.8% of those without a disability. 
This disparity is particularly notable in 
regions such as Central and West Africa, 
East and South Africa, and South Asia. 

children with a migration background: 
34.4% of them state that adults do not 
treat them the same as other children, 
compared to 31.7% of those without a 
migrant background.

However, when examining children with 

emerge across virtually all aspects 
(Figure 55).

In Central and West Africa,  
2 out of 3 children 
report that adults do not 
ask their opinion

Figure 55 
Children’s rights adults do not promote  
according to children with low socioeconomic status

It is enough for the 
adults around me to 

encourage me  
to move forward  

in life. 
(Boy, 11, India)

DO ADULTS AROUND YOU DO THESE THINGS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH?

They ask for children’s 
opinion

They listen to children and 
try to understand them

They ensure that children 
go to school and receive an 
education

They ensure that children 
can play and be together 
with other children

They ensure that children 
live in a clean, healthy 
and sustainable natural 
environment

They ensure that children 
have access to safe housing

They protect children’s 
health and provide the care 
they need when they are ill

They ensure that children 
have a family 

They protect children 
from any violence and 
mistreatment

They ensure that children 
have access to the internet

They treat every child the 
same regardless of their 
gender, origin, religion, 
ethnicity, disability

They are committed to 
guaranteeing a better future 
for children

% OF CHILDREN WITH LOW SOCIOECONOMIC 
STATUS WHO REPLIED SOMETIMES OR NEVER

% OF CHILDREN WITH NO LOW SOCIOECONOMIC 
STATUS WHO REPLIED SOMETIMES OR NEVER

48.9

60.8

42.6

55.3

11.7

28.5

21.8

37.5

13.8

32.9

11.6

28.5

10.7

27.7

10.6

21.3

14.7

30.3

41.1

64.7

27.5

42.7

14.3

30.8
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Similarly to the rights perception 
variable, a variable was created by 
aggregating children’s responses to 
gauge the promotion of children’s rights 
by adults around them, categorized into 
high, moderate, or low levels (Figure 56).

Overall, it appears that 35.8% of 
surveyed children experience high 
promotion of their rights by adults, 
38.1% experience moderate promotion, 
and 26.1% experience low promotion, 
with notable geographic variations. 
Once again, regions such as Central and 
West Africa, South Asia, and East and 
South Africa stand out for lower levels of 
rights promotion by adults (Figure 57), 
coinciding with areas where children 
perceive their rights as least respected.

More than 1 in 4 children 
believe that adults do not 
fully promote their rights

Figure 56 
The levels of promotion of children’s rights by adults

Figure 57 
The levels of promotion of children’s rights by adults in the different geographic areas

26.1% 35.8%

38.1%

High rights promotion

Moderate rights promotion

Low rights promotion

sample segments reveals several 
noteworthy trends. Children identifying 
as having disabilities tend to experience 
lower promotion of rights by adults, with 
31% of them perceiving this compared 
to 25.7% of children without disabilities.

Another significant contrast 
appears among children from low 
socioeconomic backgrounds: 43.2% 
of them perceive low promotion of 
their rights by adults, contrasting 
sharply with 19.1% of those from 
higher socioeconomic backgrounds.

An interesting observation links the 
promotion of children’s rights by 
adults with children’s happiness levels. 
Notably, 56.5% of children who do 
not usually feel happy report low 
promotion of their rights by adults, 
in contrast to 20.2% of those who 
usually feel happy.

Lastly, a positive correlation emerges 
between children’s perception of their 
rights and the actual promotion of these 
rights by adults. Living in environments 

as rights-holders. This fosters trust 
in institutions and society, enhancing 
their psychological well-being, sense of 

inadequate promotion of rights can 
lead to feelings of disillusionment 
and detachment from duty bearers, 
undermining children’s perception 
of their legitimate rights. Therefore, 
investing in actively promoting children’s 
rights not only enhances their identity 
and self-esteem but also cultivates 
a fairer, more inclusive environment 
conducive to their holistic development.

Barnfonden: Empowering Youth  
for a Sustainable Future

Climate change is not only disrupting children’s lives now 

ChildFund Alliance’s member in Sweden, adopts a rights-
based perspective, empowering young people to 
become visionary forces in their communities. 
supporting youth groups, they can hold duty bearers—
parents, teachers, and government and traditional 
leadership structures—accountable for enacting change.

countries, frequently experiences natural disasters. 

tap into the energy and social capital of young people 
by supporting local partner organizations to establish 
youth-led Climate Change Adaptation and Environmental 
Stewardship clubs, known as ‘YES4ECO Clubs.’ These clubs 
build young people’s concepts, capacity, connections, 

change and future planning, including sustainable 
agriculture, construction, waste management, and 
becoming more climate-smart. They also inspire peers 
through social media, drama, and participatory research, 
educating thousands about the importance of climate 
action and promoting environmental stewardship.

Each youth group leads climate and environmental action 
projects based on community vulnerability assessments, 
such as plastic recycling or starting tree nurseries. YES4ECO 
Clubs are connected to local and district government 
structures, giving youth a voice in community decision-
making and linking them to national youth-led climate action 
networks.

Barnfonden’s “Now, Soon, 
Future” approach, addressing current concerns while 

Whether in education, health, protection, or livelihood 

	Ố Inform: Educate young people and their families about 
the science of climate change and its impacts. Engaging 
educational programs help them become informed 
advocates for environmental stewardship.

	Ố Prepare: Equip young people with the skills to build 
resilient communities capable of withstanding climate 
challenges. This includes, among other things, disas-
ter preparedness and learning sustainable agriculture 
practices.

	Ố Engage: Amplify children’s voices from local to global 
stages, supporting their advocacy for policies and actions 
that prioritize environmental sustainability and climate 
resilience.

A SUPPORTIVE CIVIL SOCIETY

An active civil society is essential to push for new laws, 
programs, policies, or strategies on climate change. It 
plays a critical role in holding governments accountable 
for their commitments, identifying gaps in government 
responses, and ensuring national policymaking includes 
the most vulnerable. ChildFund supports civil society 
organizations to be effective, influential partners, 
bridging the gap between the vulnerable and those 
with the power to enact protective policies against 
climate change impacts.

This is most evident in Kenya and Ethiopia, where 
organizations learn to use a rights-based approach for their 

Pamoja: Collective Action on Climate Change project links 
CSOs to learn from each other while working with youth 
and women’s groups to identify and plan for change, similar 

organizations also share learning and expand their thinking 
on climate and environmental issues. This approach is 
extended to work with other ChildFund members in Kenya, 

supported projects and partners such as the Organization 
for Africa Youth – are connecting through coordinated 
channels, including social media, to promote learning/
sharing. This makes our work together more integrated, 

AREA % OF CHILDREN 
EXPERIENCING HIGH 
RIGHTS PROMOTION

% OF CHILDREN 
EXPERIENCING MODERATE 

RIGHTS PROMOTION

% OF CHILDREN 
EXPERIENCING LOW 

RIGHTS PROMOTION
East Europe and Central Asia (Moldova) 52.2 34.8 13.0

Central and West Africa 16.6 36.4 46.9

East and South Africa 26.6 35.8 37.6

47.1 34.0 18.9

Latin America and Caribbean 35.0 41.3 23.7

Middle East and North Africa (Lebanon) 54.7 36.0 9.3

South Asia 37.9 41.0 41.0

West Europe 40.2 36.0 23.7
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Children with migrant backgrounds 

expectations compared to those without 

ability to live in good health and receive 
proper care when sick, with only 82.3% 
sharing this expectation compared 
to 87.1% of their peers without a 
migrant background. This disparity 

migrant children often encounter within 
healthcare systems, including limited 
access to services, language and cultural 

that can adversely impact their health. 
Furthermore, children with a migrant 
background are less optimistic 
about returning to their community 
or country of origin, with only 70.7% 
expecting to do so compared to 
78.8% among children without a 
migrant background.
may stem from various factors, including 
uncertainties related to their families’ 
migration status, economic and logistical 
challenges associated with returning, 
and potentially traumatic experiences in 
their country of origin that diminish their 
desire and feasibility of returning. 

Children belonging to minorities hold 
less optimistic expectations regarding 
non-discrimination, with only 67.3% 

in the future, compared to 80.4% 
of non-minority children. This stark 
contrast might underscore a sense of 
mistrust and apprehension about fair 
treatment and social inclusion. These 
children anticipate that current barriers 
and prejudices will persist, continuing 
to impact their lives negatively in the 
future. Their perception of a society 
that may not fully embrace them likely 

of exclusion and discrimination, 
emphasizing the critical need for 
targeted interventions to advance 
equality and foster inclusivity.

Similarly, children from disadvantaged 
socioeconomic backgrounds generally 
have diminished expectations across all 
listed items. This trend is also evident 
among children with weak perceptions 
of their rights and those who perceive 
low levels of adult promotion of their 
rights. Once again, these findings 
highlight how socioeconomic 
circumstances and awareness of 
one’s rights significantly shape 
children’s outlooks for the future.

3.2.4  
Shaping the Future 

children were asked to identify priorities 
for intervention and actions adults 
should take to ensure a better future 
for them. This phase concluded by 
directly giving voice to the children, 
allowing them to share their testimonies, 
propose solutions, and express their 
dreams, fears, and expectations for the 
future.

CHILDREN’S PRIORITIES
 
After questioning children about their 
individual agency and the expectations 
they have for their future and that 
of their society, we asked them what 
priority areas adults should intervene in 
their lives to ensure them a brighter and 
more inclusive future. 

At a general level, the highest priority 
issues adults should intervene on 
include education, health and access to 
care, meeting basic needs, combating all 
forms of violence and the climate crisis 
(Figure 70).

Regarding geographic areas, children 

priority issues for adult intervention. 

In Central and West Africa, more 
children perceive it as a priority 
that no child is forced to abandon 
their home or community. This 
concern is shared by 86.7% of children 
in this region, compared to 83.3% of 
the general sample. Additionally, 89.3% 
of children in Central and West 
Africa report that it is a priority to 
ensure no child is forced to fight 
in a conflict, which is higher than the 
84.5% of the general sample who feel 
the same. In East and South Africa, 
a higher percentage of children 
identify not having to live in war 
or conflict as a priority.
87% of children in this region say this, 
compared to 85.3% of the general 
sample. In East Asia and the Pacific, 
there is a significant increase in the 
priority placed on children being 
able to surf the Internet safely. 
This priority is emphasized by 85.2% 

compared to 75.4% of the general 
sample. Children also report higher 
agreement in this region on the 
importance of safeguarding the 
environment, with 89.6% highlighting 
this compared to 85.7% of the general 
sample. In Latin America, there is an 
overall increase in the percentage of 

I hope that in the future 
there is more work, that 

our parents do not travel to 
another country to seek a 

better future, that there is no 
more corruption.

(Girl, 12, Paraguay)

Adults should  
not do war. 

(Girl, 14, Moldova)

I ask adults around me to 
love me and provide me with 

all the necessities like other 
children. I live a challenging 
life because of my disability, 
but my dream is to become 

an engineer. 
(Girl, 13, Tanzania)

Adults need to plant more 
trees and protect our 

wetlands.
(Girl, 18, Uganda)

children identifying almost all listed 
interventions as priorities. Notably, 
92.2% of children in Latin America 
identify that preventing violence 
or maltreatment of children is a 
priority, compared to 86.7% in the 
general sample. In contrast to other 
regions, children in South Asia report 
lower percentages of identifying the 
listed interventions as priorities for 
almost all proposed items. This suggests 
that children in South Asia may 

have different immediate concerns 
or may perceive the feasibility of 
certain interventions differently 
compared to their peers in other 
regions. Additionally, in areas where 
Internet access is not widely guaranteed, 
such as parts of Africa and South Asia, 
ensuring Internet access and safe 

to be a priority intervention. This lack 

limited access to digital infrastructure 

and possibly a focus on more 
immediate, fundamental needs. Such 
differences in identifying priorities 
underscore the importance of 
recognizing and addressing the 
unique context and needs of 
children in different regions. 

improving the well-being and future 
prospects of children globally.

Give me the education 
I want. Don’t be 

judgmental because 
of gender or anything 

else. Be open to different 
possibilities. Make sure to 
live in a safe environment 

and try to reduce your 
climate footprint.

(Girl, 17, Sweden)

Adults should support 
us and ensure that the 

authorities deliver what 
they promised. 

For example, sometimes 
adults say that they will 

build free spaces to play, 
and they never do it.

(Girl, 12, Mexico)

Figure 70 
Children’s expectation for their future

THINGS THAT CAN BE DONE TO IMPROVE 
THE LIVES AND FUTURE OF CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH IN THE WORLD

% OF CHILDREN WHO REPLIED 4 OR 5* 

Listening to children and ask their opinion 84.0

Ensuring that all children have access to food, 
water and what they need to feel well

89.3

Ensuring that all children can always go to 
school and receive an education

89.4

Ensuring that all children can live in good 
health and be cared for when they are ill

89.4

mistreatment
86.7

84.5

Ensuring that no child has to live in situations 
of war or crime

85.3

Ensuring that no child is forced to abandon 
their home or community

83.3

Ensuring that all children have access to the 
Internet

66.3

Ensuring that all children can browse the 
Internet safely

75.4

Ensuring that all children can live in a clean, 
healthy and safe natural environment, without 
having to worry about environmental disasters

85.7

Ensuring that no child is forced to work 83.2

Ensuring that no child is forced to marry 84.1

Ensuring that no girl child is forced to get 
pregnant

85.1

* Children could assign a score to these items on a scale from 1 (the least important) to 5 (the most important).

It would be nice if you 
could work towards 

a sustainable future. 
I believe that it is the 

responsibility of adults 
to alleviate as much as 

possible obstacles for 
children to live a full life, 
such as environmental 

issues and employment 
issues. 

(Girl, 16, South Korea)
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ChildFund International: Children and Youth  
Leading the Way on Climate Action

ChildFund International (CFI) works through 
local partners in Asia, Africa and the Americas 
to connect children and youth with the people, 
resources and institutions they need to grow 
up healthy, educated, skilled and safe and to 
address the underlying conditions that prevent 
them from achieving their full potential. CFI 
recognizes the importance of meaningful child 
and youth participation in decision-making at 
individual, community and national levels, and to 

Despite global progress, children and youth 

threaten their future wellbeing, including ongoing 

harm. According to youth, chief amongst these 
threats are climate-related disasters and the 
day-to-day negative impacts of climate change. 
In response, CFI actively uplifts children’s and 
youth’s ideas, concerns and solutions on climate 
action internally and with external stakeholders.  

From February to March 2024, CFI invited young 
climate advocates to share their ideas on climate 
action leading up to UNICEF’s NGO consultation, 
“Partnering for children in the climate crisis”. 
Over 400 youth from seven countries (the 
Philippines, The Gambia, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, 

Respondents called for accessible, holistic 
and practical environmental education and 

solution development. Youth want spaces to 
collaborate on climate issues together and build 
problem-solving, advocacy and communication 
skills. 

“Preparing students for climate challenges is 
crucial. …understanding climate science can 
empower individuals to address and adapt 
to climate change eϻectively.Ʌ – Youth, the 
Philippines

Respondents shared the importance of youth-
led initiatives, uplifting their social media use 
to galvanize peers and communities, disseminate 

information and inspire collective action. 
However, greater digital access and literacy 
is needed to maximize this potential. Adults 
should support by providing funding, mentorship 
and technology access and push for strong 
environmental policies.

Youth emphasized the importance of 
communities, governments and NGOs 
giving space for them to meaningfully 
participate in decision-making, project design 
and implementation of climate initiatives.

“What works is when communities provide 
meaningful opportunities for young 
people…what doesn’t work is when young 
people[’s] …voices are not heard.” – Youth, 
Sierra Leone

To uphold child protection and build 
climate resilience
need for emergency preparedness plans, 
community sensitization and safe places during 
emergencies. Youth should support response 

Overall, they recommended that NGOs, 
communities and governments:

	Ố Meaningfully include youth in decision-making 
on climate action initiatives

	Ố Provide learning opportunities to build climate 
knowledge and resources to develop solu-
tions

	Ố Increase awareness to address complex so-
cial-development challenges associated with 
climate change

	Ố Equip youth with skills and tools to ensure 
their safety and protection in diverse spaces

CFI shared these recommendations with 
UNFCCC to inform its children and climate 
change workshop and will use them to inform 

have big ideas and understand that the status 
quo is not enough to address the climate crisis. 

leveraging technology, we can support them to 
build a more sustainable future for all.

ChildFund Australia and  
the Swipe Safe Online Safety Project 

In a world increasingly reliant on technology, 
children and young people face a multitude 
of new challenges and risks when it comes 
to staying safe online. As technology rapidly 
evolves and becomes a central feature 
of social interactions, education, work 
and play, the importance of online safety 
education for children is undeniable. 

Children’s experiences of online safety are 

political, economic and material conditions 
that underpin the diverse contexts in 
which they live and grow. These factors 

devices, digital literacy education, support 
services, and mechanisms of redress. In the 

increased the potential for children in the 

However, in places like the Solomon Islands, 
Kiribati and Papua New Guinea, children’s 
online engagement is not always adequately 
supported by accessible and culturally 
appropriate online safety education. 

Moreover, trusted adults are not always 
equipped to guide children as they navigate 
the digital environment. In the context of 
international concerns about the potential 
for digital technology to expose children 
to harm, it is critical that children’s needs, 
aspirations and rights are prioritised 
amidst the rapid upscaling of technological 
infrastructure and the provision of 
connectivity.

Recognising the need to strengthen 
children’s and young people’s online safety 
skills, ChildFund Australia developed the 
Swipe Safe online safety project in Vietnam 

to more children in Cambodia, Indonesia, 

on this work and through a qualitative, 
participatory research, ChildFund Australia 
worked closely with young people and 

insights about how they conceptualise and 
respond to online safety challenges, which 
was then used to develop the Swipe Safe 
app to reach even more children across the 
region. 

The Swipe Safe app is a youth-centred, 
interactive and educational app that is 
designed to teach young people to identify 
risks of harm online and to adopt protective 

and scenarios, Swipe Safe helps children 
and young people to learn about online 

diverse decision pathways and their 
consequences. 

Participants in Solomon Islands reported 
that the use of real-world scenarios and 
strategies provided learning and ideas 
which they had not encountered before:

“I like the modules because it helps 
me to not get into trouble when 
surϼng online; this module helps me 
to think before posting online; give 
me knowledge that everything I post 
is permanent and public.”
Solomon Islands)

ɄSome stories insides are interesting, 
fun and also tricky. I like it because 
it gives me more ideas on how to be 
more responsible.”  (Girl, 16, Solomon 
Islands)

In addition to the real-world scenarios and 
strategies, participants appreciated that the 

modes of decision making, helping them 
understand why it is important to learn 

scenarios. These skills will help prepare 
children to deal with a range of online safety 
risks and supports young people to identify 

situations. 
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IMPROVE ACCESS AND QUALITY OF EDUCATION TO 
ACHIEVE OUR GOALS

“For me adults can significantly help young people 
build their future by providing quality education, 
mentorship, support, setting good examples, creating 
opportunities, and listening. Education should include 
critical thinking, creativity, and emotional intelligence. 
Mentorship can help young people avoid common 
pitfalls and make informed decisions. Support should 
encourage unconventional passions and dreams, while 
role models can demonstrate values like honesty, hard 
work, empathy, and respect. Opportunities can be 
created through internships, volunteer work, or part-
time jobs. Open conversations about aspirations are 
crucial for effective support.” 
(Girl, 14, Philippines)

“To have a paved road and a school that reaches 
the final class so that the children of my area do not 

abandon it at the age of 12.”
 (Boy, 17, Haiti)

“Children should be given an opportunity to bring 
out their talents. The desires of adults should not be 
imposed on children. The safety of children must be 
ensured.” 
(Boy, 18, Sri Lanka)

“Adults need to develop a community for children to go 
to school so that they do not have to drop out of school 

and listen to their views, creating conditions for poor 
children to go to school like other children.” 

(Boy, 14, Vietnam)

“Let’s take girls’ education as a priority in our 
community.” 
(Boy, 18, Uganda)

“I would like to say that I would love to see more 
frequent and better-quality education on sexuality and 

sexual rights.” 
(Boy, 17, Mexico)

PROTECT US FROM VIOLENCE  
AND DISCRIMINATION

“I want a beautiful world from adults, where there is no 
violence.” 
(Girl, 13, Bangladesh)

“Adults should help children to live in a safe place, far 
from conflict areas.” 

(Boy, 18, Ethiopia)

“We girls should also be given equal opportunities for 
education like boys. As if we too should be sent to study 
outside the cities.” 
(Girl, 12, India)

“All children should have a safe and fear-free 
environment.” 

(Girl, 18, India)

“They should protect children from violence, ask them 
their opinion and treat both male and female the 
same.” 
(Boy, 16, Kenya)

“Adults should save me from the threats and dangers 
of gangs.” 

(Boy, 14, Haiti)

“Adults should stop saying things to me that hurt me. 
Instead, they have to support me so that I can succeed 
in life.” 
(Girl, 16, Madagascar)

“Respect our rights and end the war so that we can 
return home and have a better life than what we are 

currently experiencing.” 
(Boy, 11, Mali)

“Many children, especially young girls, leave school 
because of a lack of follow-up or because they are 
married, so we need to make our parents very aware of 
child marriage.” 
(Girl, 12, Niger)

“Adults should allow women and girls to support and 
join the community.” 

(Girl, 15, Sri Lanka)

“Prevent child abuse, love children more, keep your 
heart for children, and give children a pat on the back.” 
(Boy, 11, South Korea)

“I feel like parents should prepare us for the future by 
teaching us the best morals that can enable us not to 

end up as criminals and they must get rich themselves 
so that we can be proud of them some of these poor 

parents force their children into early marriage.”
(Girl, 10, Uganda)

“I would really like a world where I don’t feel afraid to go 
out alone” 
(Girl, 16, Ecuador)

ASK AND LISTEN  
TO OUR OPINIONS

“They must be better at listening to children.” 
(Boy, 10, Benin)

“Being children and adolescents, each one of us needs 
the attention of adults, as well as their approval, in that 

case, adults must take us into account knowing that 
we are not only their children, grandchildren, siblings, 

etc... They must listen to our opinions for the simple fact 
that our future is part of it, and knowing that they want 

the best for us, each of them must take us more into 
account.” 
(Girl, 16, Bolivia)

“I think that adults should not forget their youthful 
thinking. It is important that they listen to us because 
we are also capable of having an opinion in front of the 
world and our thoughts are just as important for the 
development of today’s society.” 
(Girl, 17, Ecuador)

“Children should have all rights. Children’s opinions 
should be heard.” 

(Girl, 13, India)

“In my opinion, adults must let children express their 
opinion so that they can feel good and loved because a 
child needs attention and support.” 
(Girl, 18, Senegal)

“Listening to children’s opinions and guiding them if 
they are right, explaining to them properly if they are 

wrong.” 
(Girl, 18, Sri Lanka)

“Adults around me should consult me and put into use 
my contribution.” 
(Girl, 13, Uganda)

UNDERSTAND  
AND RESPECT US

“Respect the opinion of young people and listen to 
them without making fun, mocking, cursing and 
fighting. Always try to understand and validate our 
feelings, as silly as some things we go through can be, 
not being respected hurts. We’re figuring out life still. I 
think understanding and respecting above all who the 
teenager is, regardless of gender, sexual orientation, 
religion etc. I know how difficult it can be for parents 
or guardians to deal with teenagers... But understand 
that it is very difficult for us too! Especially when you 
don’t have the support of those in charge... It can 
trigger so many problems.” 
(Girl, 15, Brazil)

“Let us be what we want to be.” 
(Girl, 10, Argentina)

“For me, adults should be more understanding and not 
be judgmental. Respect our choices despite everything. 
And not try to live our life, let us make our choices.” 
(Girl, 16, France)

“Understand that today’s world is different from the 
world they lived in when they were 17 years old.” 

(Girl, 16, Mexico)

“Adults should know that we are flowers that do not 
wither.” 
(Girl, 12, Mozambique)

“Communication on both sides is crucial. Defending 
the rights of students and children should be a priority 

if as a country we are aiming for a more prosperous 
future in all areas.” 

(Boy, 17, Spain)
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ENCOURAGE, GUIDE  
AND SUPPORT US

“Adults are supposed to help you believe in your dreams 
and even if sometimes you can’t achieve them, they can 
give you a helping hand.”
 (Boy, 12, Italy)

“To help me build the future I want, adults can provide 
support, guidance, and resources tailored to my interests 

and goals. They can encourage me to explore diverse 
opportunities, whether through education, mentorship, 
or practical experience. Listening to my aspirations and 

offering constructive feedback fosters confidence and 
clarity in my path forward. Adults can also serve as role 

models by demonstrating resilience, adaptability, and a 
growth mindset, inspiring me to tackle challenges and 

pursue my dreams with determination. Furthermore, 
fostering a nurturing environment where I feel valued and 

empowered to express myself cultivates creativity and 
innovation. Encouraging critical thinking and problem-

solving skills equips me to navigate an ever-evolving 
world. Additionally, promoting inclusivity and diversity 
fosters empathy and understanding, enabling me to 

collaborate effectively in diverse settings. Ultimately, adults 
can best support my future by nurturing my passions, 

providing opportunities for growth, and instilling values 
of integrity, empathy, and perseverance. By investing in 

my development holistically, they empower me to shape 
a future that aligns with my aspirations and contributes 

positively to society.” 
(Girl, 15, Philippines)

“Adults should tell me how good life is and how to behave in 
life since they have life experiences.” 
(Boy, 15, Zambia)

“Give me complete trust and time to be able to decide what 
is good for me, but in between that I also need guidance, 

motivation, encouragement and prayer in carving out the 
future.” 

(Girl, 18, Indonesia)

“Change their behaviors so that they realize that they 
repeat erroneous parenting patterns and that they 
unconsciously transmit it to us and that it is important to 
change to have a better future.” 
(Girl, 16, Mexico)

“Well, cheer me up by telling me that I will be able to 
achieve my goals.” 

(Girl, 15, Guatemala)

“I think adults should support their child in the way he or 
she chooses, giving advice and occasionally admonition, 
instead of insults or aggravation.” 
(Girl, 16, Thailand)

WeWorld in Tanzania: Promoting  
Children’s Right to Express Themselves

ChildFund Alliance member WeWorld is an 
independent Italian organization with a 50-year 
track record of advocating for the rights of 
vulnerable and marginalized groups, especially 
children and adolescents, across more than 
25 countries. The organization is deeply 
committed to researching and analyzing 
children’s rights, needs and aspirations, 
particularly in the face of emerging global 
challenges.

Since 2010, WeWorld has been active in 
Tanzania, working in diverse sectors such as 
climate change, education, child protection, 
human rights, water and sanitation (WASH), 
and urban regeneration. Tanzania’s rapidly 

challenges. Larger households often struggle 
with accessing essential services, leading to 
higher poverty rates, increased dependency 
ratios, and reduced investments in the 
development of children and young adults.  
These challenges create numerous 
obstacles for children, including barriers to 
their participation. Many children are not 
accustomed to expressing their opinions and 
often feel that their views are dismissed by 
adults due to their age.

To address these issues, WeWorld 
developed a comprehensive toolkit with 
input from experts in education, child 
protection, and research. The toolkit aims 
to foster child participation and includes 
tips for school personnel, materials needed 
for implementation, detailed descriptions of 
activities, a play-based methodology, and notes 
for facilitators. These activities are designed to 
help children express their views on complex 
issues in a safe, child-friendly environment. 
They also support the development of life skills 
such as self-awareness and critical thinking, 
empowering children to understand their 
rights and realize the value of their opinions 
within their community.

The toolkit was initially 
tested with 31 children, aged 9 to 13, from 
three schools in Ndjombe, Pemba, and Dar 
es Salaam, including some with physical 
disabilities. The sessions used a play-based 
activity called “dream fruits,” followed by 
peer-to-peer discussions aimed at identifying 
children’s priorities, needs, and aspirations. 
Each child received 10 fruit cards, each 
representing a need (e.g., having their opinion 
heard, continuing their education, equality, 
etc.). They placed their most important needs 
and wishes closer to the trunk of a drawn tree, 
while less important ones were placed on the 
outer branches. The children then discussed 

who or what might support them in achieving 
their aspirations for a better future. Many 
children felt that their parents or caregivers 
could help them achieve their dreams.

Children have expressed a strong desire to 
have their opinions heard at the family, school, 
and community levels.

One child in Pemba remarked, “I need to have 
the chance to provide recommendations at 
school or family level.”

Another child in Pemba said, “People must 
listen to and respect our voices; our ideas 
and views must be respected.”

The feedback from the three schools was very 
positive. Teachers in Ndjombe suggested that 
the toolkit be used regularly, as they believe 
it helps students better identify their dreams 
and aspirations to continue studying. WeWorld 
plans to continue using the toolkit not only 
in Tanzania but also in other contexts and is 
committed to translating these voices into 
meaningful action and supporting children’s 
participation and empowerment. 

Member of ChildFund Alliance
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4 
Indicators information
The following tables provide all the 

sources and normalisation process 
for the indicators employed in the 
construction of the Index.

CONTEXT 
SUB-INDEX

ENVIRONMENT 
1 CO2 emissions per capita

2  Level of water stress

HOUSING
3  People using safely managed drinking water services 

4 People using safely managed sanitation services

CONFLICTS AND WARS
5 Global Peace Index

6 Refugees per country of origin

DEMOCRACY AND SAFETY
7 Global Democracy Index

8 Intentional homicide rate

ACCESS TO INFORMATION
9 People with access to electricity

10 Individuals using Internet

CHILDREN’S 
SUB-INDEX

CHILDREN’S HEALTH
11

12 Adolescent mortality rate

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION
13 Lower secondary completion rate

14 Share of youth not in education, employment or training

CHILDREN’S HUMAN CAPITAL
15

16 Government expenditure on education

CHILDREN’S ECONOMIC CAPITAL
17 Unemployment rate

18 Poverty headcount ratio at $6.85 a day (2017 PPP$)

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN
19 Children out of school

20 Adolescent fertility rate

WOMEN’S 
SUB-INDEX

WOMEN’S HEALTH
21 Lifetime risk of maternal mortality

22 Life expectancy at birth, female

WOMEN’S EDUCATION
23 Educational attainment (upper secondary), female

24 Tertiary school enrolment (gross), female

WOMEN’S ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES
25 Vulnerable employment, female

26 Ratio of female to male labor force participation rate

WOMEN’S DECISION-MAKING PARTICIPATION
27 Women in ministerial level position

28 Women in senior and middle management positions

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
29 Intimate partner violence, female

30 Intentional homicide rate, female

Table 2 
Indicators Summary 

Table 3 
Indicators unit, update and source with link

INDICATOR UNIT LAST UPDATE SOURCE

1 tonne Climate Watch 2020

2 % FAO 2020

3 % UNICEF, WHO 2022

4 % UNICEF, WHO 2022

5 score (5-1) Vision of Humanity 2023

6 % UNHCR 2023

7 score (0-10) Economist Intelligent Unit 2022

8 per 100000 people UNODC 2021

9 % 2022

10 % ITU 2022

11 per 1000 live births UN IGME 2022

12 per 1000 people ages 15-19 UN IGME 2022

13 % of relevant age group UNESCO 2023

14 % of youth population ILO 2023

15 % ILO 2023

16 % GDP UNESCO 2023

17 % ILO 2023

18 % 2023

19 % of primary school age UNESCO 2023

20 per 1000 women ages 15-19 UN Population Division 2022

21 % WHO 2020

22 years UN Population Division 2022

23 UNESCO 2023

24 % UNESCO 2023

25 % of female employment 2022

26 female to male ratio (%) 2023

27 % Inter-Parliamentary Union 2022

28 % ILO 2023

29 % IHME 2023

30 per 100000 female UNODC 2021

SUB-INDEX DIMENSION INDICATOR NAME
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Table 4 
rȼǩșǢǅʃɇɭɵṽǩǰfiȼșʃșɇȼ

Table 5 
íɪǰǢșfiǢǅʃșɇȼɵṽȊɇɭṽʃȓǰṽȼɇɭȺǅȱșɵǅʃșɇȼṽɇȊṽșȼǩșǢǅʃɇɭɵ

INDICATOR DEFINITION
1 Carbon dioxide emissions are those stemming from the burning of fossil fuels and the manufacture of cement. They include carbon dioxide 

2 Freshwater withdrawal as a proportion of available freshwater resources is the ratio between total freshwater withdrawn by all major sectors and 
total renewable freshwater resources, after taking into account environmental water requirements.

3 Percentage of people using drinking water from an improved source that is accessible on premises, available when needed and free from faecal and 
priority chemical contamination. Improved water sources include piped water, boreholes or tubewells, protected dug wells, protected springs, and 
packaged or delivered water.

4 Percentage of people using improved sanitation facilities that are not shared with other households and where excreta are safely disposed of in 

ventilated improved pit latrines, compositing toilets or pit latrines with slabs.

5
A higher GPI represents a higher level of violence in a country.

6 Refugees are people who are recognized as refugees under the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees or its 1967 Protocol, the 

accordance with the UNHCR statute, people granted refugee-like humanitarian status, and people provided temporary protection. Asylum seekers 
are excluded. Country of origin generally refers to the nationality or country of citizenship of a claimant.

7
government, political participation and political culture.

8

9
international sources.

10 Internet users are individuals who have used the Internet (from any location) in the last 3 months. The Internet can be used via a computer, mobile 
phone, personal digital assistant, games machine, digital TV etc.

11

12

13 Lower secondary education completion rate is measured as the gross intake ratio to the last grade of lower secondary education (general and 
pre-vocational). It is calculated as the number of new entrants in the last grade of lower secondary education, regardless of age, divided by the 
population at the entrance age for the last grade of lower secondary education.

14 Share of youth not in education, employment or training (NEET) is the proportion of young people who are not in education, employment, or training 
to the population of the corresponding age group: youth (ages 15 to 24); persons ages 15 to 29; or both age groups.

15
support for persons without a job, persons with disabilities, victims of work injuries and older persons.

16 General government expenditure on education (current, capital, and transfers) is expressed as a percentage of GDP. It includes expenditure funded 
by transfers from international sources to government. General government usually refers to local, regional and central governments.

17

18 Poverty headcount ratio at $6.85 a day is the percentage of the population living on less than $6.85 a day at 2017 international prices.

19 Children out of school are the percentage of primary-school-age children who are not enrolled in primary or secondary school. Children in the 

20 Adolescent fertility rate is the number of births per 1,000 women ages 15-19.

21 Life time risk of maternal death is the probability that a 15-year-old female will die eventually from a maternal cause assuming that current levels of 
fertility and mortality (including maternal mortality) do not change in the future, taking into account competing causes of death.

22 Life expectancy at birth indicates the number of years a newborn infant would live if prevailing patterns of mortality at the time of its birth were to 
stay the same throughout its life.

23 Percentage of population ages 25 and over that attained or completed upper secondary education.

24

the successful completion of education at the secondary level.

25 Vulnerable employment is contributing family workers and own-account workers as a percentage of total employment.

26 Labor force participation rate is the proportion of the population ages 15 and older that is economically active: all people who supply labor for the 

labor force participation rate by male labor force participation rate and multiplying by 100.

27 Women in ministerial level positions is the proportion of women in ministerial or equivalent positions (including deputy prime ministers) in the 
government. Prime Ministers/Heads of Government are included when they hold ministerial portfolios. Vice-Presidents and heads of govern- mental 
or public agencies are excluded.

28 Female share of employment in managerial positions conveys the number of women in management as a percentage of employment in 

29 Share of women, aged 15 years and older, who experienced physical or sexual violence from an intimate partner in the past year.

30

INDICATOR INVERTED BEST TYPE WORST TYPE BEST VALUE WORST VALUE TRANSFORMATION CAPPED

1 yes best worst 0.0216 45.9 log no

2 yes best theoretical 0.0272 200 sqrt yes

3 no theoretical worst 100 3 no

4 no theoretical worst 100 1.45 no

5 yes theoretical theoretical 1 5 no

6 yes best worst 7.75e-06 34.8 log no

7 no theoretical theoretical 10 0 no

8 yes best worst 0 108 log no

9 no theoretical worst 100 0.792 no

10 no theoretical worst 100 0 no

11 yes best worst 1.88 198 log no

12 yes best worst 0.792 40.8 log no

13 double theoretical parity worst 100 6.74 no

14 yes theoretical worst 0 69.3 no

15 no theoretical worst 100 0.891 no

16 no theoretical worst 10 0.126 log yes

17 yes theoretical worst 0 37.7 no

18 yes theoretical worst 0 99.2 no

19 yes theoretical worst 0 65 log no

20 yes best worst 0.867 206 sqrt no

21 yes best worst 0.00149 9.11 log no

22 no best worst 88.6 42.9 no

23 no theoretical worst 100 0 no

24 no theoretical worst 100 0.174 yes

25 yes theoretical worst 0 99.4 no

26 double theoretical parity worst 100 6.92 no

27 double theoretical parity worst 50 0 sqrt no

28 double theoretical parity worst 50 1.18 no

29 yes best worst 2.36 51.7 sqrt no

30 yes best worst 0 19.8 log no
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3.	 Do you have school supplies?

4.	 Do you have an internet connection?

5.	 Do you work currently?

6.	 Do you usually feel full after every 
meal?

A reliability analysis was conducted 
using Cronbach’s alpha, as detailed 
in Appendix 1, Table 4. The analysis 

those related to work and internet 
connection, were not consistent 
with the other variables. In contrast, 
the remaining variables exhibited 
coherence, indicating that children who 
responded positively (or negatively) 
to one question tended to respond 
similarly to the others.

composite variable was created to 

children. A child is considered to have 

attend school regularly, have a school 
uniform or clothing in good condition, 
possess school supplies, and usually 
feel full after every meal. Conversely, 
if a child does not meet one or more 

2.4 Children 
perception as rights 
holders

A rights perception variable was created 
to measure the strength of children’s 
perceptions of their rights.

Children were asked to indicate their 
level of agreement on a scale—ranging 
from totally agree, mostly agree, little 
agree, to not agree at all—with a series 
of rights outlined in the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (CRC), which are 
internationally recognized as children’s 
rights.

In your opinion children have the right to:

Live in a clean, healthy and sustainable 

Live in good health and receive adequate 

To create a combined measure for this 
group of questions, a point was assigned 
for each positive answer (totally agree 
or mostly agree) to the respective right. 
This resulted in a metric for each child 
ranging from 0 (none of the rights 
acknowledged) to 13 (all the rights 
acknowledged). The metric exhibited 
high skewness towards the upper end 
of the scale, indicating a generally high 
recognition of rights among children. 

points were categorized into the strong 
rights perception class, while those 
scoring 11 or lower were categorized 
into the weak rights perception class.

2.5 Adults’ promotion 
of children’s rights

Similarly to the rights perception 
variable, a variable was created by 
aggregating children’s responses to 
gauge the promotion of children’s rights 
by the adults around them. This variable 
is categorized into high, moderate, or 
low levels of promotion. 

The aggregated group of questions were 
as follows:

Thinking about your life and experience, 
do adults around you do these things for 
children and youth?:

1. They are committed to 
guaranteeing them a better future.
2. They ask for their opinion.
3. They ensure that they can play and 
be together with other children.
4. They ensure that they go to school 
and receive an education.
5. They ensure that they live in a clean, 
healthy, and sustainable natural 
environment.
6. They ensure that they have a family.
7. They ensure that they have access 
to safe housing.
8. They ensure that they have access 
to the internet.
9. They listen to them and try to 
understand them.
10. They protect their health and 
provide the care they need when they 
are ill.
11. They protect them from any kind 
of violence and mistreatment.
12. They treat everyone the same.

A point was assigned to each positive 
answer (totally or mostly agree) to the 
questions, creating a metric on a scale 

their scores, children were categorized 
as follows:

	Ố High promotion level class: 11 to 12 
points

	Ố Moderate promotion level class: 8 to 
10 points

	Ố Low promotion level class: 7 points 
or lower

3 
Quantitative text analysis and sentiment analysis

3.1 Quantitative text 
analysis

The sample of textual responses 
considered all 11014 open-ended 

then translated into English to 
homogenize the text analysis. The 
‘quanteda’ package was mainly used 
for quantitative text analysis using R 
software.

Pre-processing the text involved the 
following steps:

1.	 Creation of a corpus of text from the 
individual open-ended answers

2.	 Tokenization: Removing punctuation, 
lowercase text, and eliminating “stop 
words” 

3.	 Stemming: reduction of terms in their 
root. 

At the end of the cleaning operations, 
8723 responses can be used for 
analysis.

The most common words are:

1.	 help

2.	 Support children

3.	 Good education 

4.	 Listen give future studies us

5.	 School care need

6.	 Provide, advice, opinions, decision, 
encouragment, environment, respect.

Figure 1 
Word bubble of the most common words cited
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3.2 Sentiment analysis

Sentiment analysis gives an emotional 
indication to the tone of the document 
(single response) by assigning two values 
‘positive’ or ‘negative’ with respect to the 

The sentiment analysis was always 
set up on the R software using the 
sentiment database within the ‘tidytext’ 
package. 

sentiment sentiment_score 

   <chr>               <dbl> 

 1 negative              834 

 2 positive             7889

The tone of the answers is 
predominantly positive (90%). 

Identifying at least a wider range of 
emotions, the following sentiment 
database was used

This dataset was published in Saif M. 
Mohammad and Peter Turney. (2013), 
``Crowdsourcing a Word-Emotion 
Association Lexicon.’’ Computational 
Intelligence, 29(3): 436-465.
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3.3 Result of the 
analysis  
  sentiment	 documents percentage

  <chr>			  <int>	 <dbl>

1  positive		  6610	 87.6 

2  trust		  5588	 74.0 

3  joy			   3791	 50.2

4  anticipation	 3168	 42.0 

5  surprise		  1766	 23.4 

6  negative		  1075	 14.2

7  fear			  894	 11.8 

8  anger		  744	 9.86

9  sadness		  625	 8.28

10 disgust		  361	 4.78

An overlapping between emotions within 

% distribution of emotions is not 100%. 
The percentage is to be understood 
as the presence of emotion within the 
total number of responses. The most 
expressed positive emotion is trust while 
the negative emotion is fear.

Appendix 1

Table 1 
Data collected for each organization in ChildFund Alliance

Table 2 
Original data per country and gender 

ChildFund International 6216

WeWorld 1775

Educo 1730

392

ChildFund Korea 340

ChildFund Australia 191

Un Enfant Par La Main 159

ChildFund Japan 110

50

39

ChldFund Deutschland 12

Total 11014

COUNTRIES BOY GIRL I PREFER NOT TO 
ANSWER

DISTRIBUTION

Argentina 17 19 2 0,3%

90 127 2,0%

134 217 2 3,2%

46 57 2 1,0%

781 890 14 15,3%

30 34 0,6%

Cambodia 213 289 1 4,6%

Korea, Republic of 138 199 3 3,1%

Ecuador 305 346 4 5,9%

El Salvador 104 166 5 2,5%

Etiopia 136 116 2 2,3%

Philippines 256 371 11 5,8%

France 22 62 1 0,8%

Gambia 42 49 1 0,8%

Ghana 23 32 0,5%

Guatemala 217 270 3 4,4%

Haiti 34 20 0,5%

Honduras 77 129 1 1,9%

India 695 859 3 14,1%

Indonesia 43 85 4 1,2%

Italy 60 33 7 0,9%

Kenya 164 170 2 3,1%

Lebanon 34 41 0,7%

Madagascar 4 16 0,2%

Mali 22 29 0,5%

Mexico 129 192 9 3,0%

Moldova, Republic of 9 15 0,2%

Mozambique 27 32 0,5%

Nepal 29 32 0,6%

Niger 74 80 1,4%

Paraguay 15 50 1 0,6%

Senegal 120 130 2 2,3%

Sierra Leone 19 15 0,3%

Spain 6 7 0,1%

Sri Lanka 364 472 7 7,7%

Sweden 13 25 1 0,4%

Tanzania, United Republic of 100 98 1,8%

Thailand 29 33 0,6%

Uganda 182 188 3,4%

Vietnam 9 17 0,2%

44 54 4 0,9%

Grand Total 4856 6066 92 100%
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Reliability analisis:

The Cronbach alpha index of 
0.41 indicates a low to moderate 
association between the variables. 
The variable on indigenouse or 
native community seems not so 
consistent as the other two. The 
reliability (raw alpha) if the item is 
drop is almost unchanged. 

Reliability analisis:

The Cronbach alpha index of 0.64 
indicates a moderate association 
between the variables. The variable 
on work and internet access tend to 
decrease the internal consistency 
between the variables. (Internal 
consistency, as measured by the 
raw_alpha index, increases without 
these two variables.) The model 
is reproduced without the two 

0.7.

Table 3 
New sample after resampling

Table 4 
Reliability analysis for constructing the socio-economic variable

Table 5 
Reliability analysis for constructing the socio-economic variable

COUNTRIES BOY GIRL DISTRIBUTION
Argentina 62 74 1%

300 277 6%

26 39 1%

26 17 0%

283 267 6%

65 60 1%

Cambodia 32 44 1%

Ecuador 28 20 0%

El Salvador 6 14 0%

Ethiopia 304 295 6%

France 57 58 1%

Gambia 6 3 0%

Ghana 91 90 2%

Guatemala 36 33 1%

Haiti 19 28 0%

Honduras 25 17 0%

India 1605 1212 28%

Indonesia 447 403 9%

Italy 56 45 1%

Kenya 138 127 3%

Korea, Republic of 40 44 1%

Lebanon 36 39 1%

Madagascar 71 70 1%

Mali 83 60 1%

Mexico 211 191 4%

Moldova, Republic of 15 8 0%

Mozambique 82 101 2%

Nepal 60 54 1%

Niger 87 69 2%

Paraguay 14 12 0%

Philippines 245 228 5%

Senegal 45 52 1%

Sierra Leone 25 28 1%

Spain 45 48 1%

Sri Lanka 27 38 1%

Sweden 13 11 0%

Tanzania, United Republic of 67 58 1%

Thailand 127 122 2%

Uganda 182 173 4%

Viet Nam 144 135 3%

52 53 1%

Grand Total 5283 4717 100%

   

Call: alpha(x = minority2) 
raw_alpha	 std.alpha		 G6(smc)		  average_r	 S/N 	 ase	 mean	 sd	 median_r 
0.41		  0.42		  0.33		  0.19		  0.72	 0.01	 0.31	 0.31	 0.16  
95% conϚdence boundaries  
lower alpha upper 
Feldt     0.39  0.41  0.43 
Duhachek  0.39  0.41  0.43

Call: alpha(x = socio, check.keys = TRUE) 
raw_alpha	 std.alpha		 G6(smc)		  average_r	 S/N	 ase	 mean	 sd	 median_r 
0.64		  0.56		  0.58		  0.17		  1.3	 0.0054	 0.81 	 0.22	 0.23  

									         raw_alpha	 std. alpha	 G6(smc) 
Do you speak a diϙerent language than the majority of people in your country	 0.28		  0.28		  0.16
Do you practice a diϙerent religion than the majority of people in your country      	 0.27		  0.27		  0.15
Do you belong to an indigenous native aboriginal community			   0.42		  0.42		  0.26

									         raw_alpha	 std. alpha	 G6(smc) 
Do you work now                                     						     0.67		  0.69		  0.66 
Do you go to school regularly						      0.59		  0.52		  0.53 
Do you have school uniform or clothes that are new				    0.53		  0.41		  0.44 
Do you have school supplies							      0.51		  0.39		  0.41 
Do you have an Internet connection						      0.65		  0.51		  0.55 
Do you usually feel full after every meal					     0.59		  0.47		  0.52 
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Annex 4 
ChildFund Alliance World Index Indicators 

CONTEXT SUB-INDEX

ENVIRONMENT 
1 - CO2 emissions per capita Carbon dioxide emissions are those stemming from the burning of fossil fuels and the manufacture of cement. They include carbon dioxide produced Climate Watch, 2022

2 - Level of water stress Freshwater withdrawal as a proportion of available freshwater resources is the ratio between total freshwater withdrawn by all major sectors and total 
renewable freshwater resources, after taking into account environmental water requirements.

FAO, 2020

HOUSING

3 - People using safely managed drinking water services 
Percentage of people using drinking water from an improved source that is accessible on premises, available when needed and free from faecal and priority 
chemical contamination. Improved water sources include piped water, boreholes or tubewells, protected dug wells, protected springs, and packaged or 
delivered water.

UNICEF, WHO, 2022

4 - People using safely managed sanitation services
Percentage of people using improved sanitation facilities that are not shared with other households and where excreta are safely disposed of in situ 

improved pit latrines, compositing toilets or pit latrines with slabs.

UNICEF, WHO, 2022

CONFLICTS AND WARS

5 - Global Peace Index
higher GPI represents a higher level of violence in a country.

Vision of Humanity, 2023

6 - Refugees per country of origin

Refugees are people who are recognized as refugees under the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees or its 1967 Protocol, the 1969 

the UNHCR statute, people granted refugee-like humanitarian status, and people provided temporary protection. Asylum seekers are excluded. Country of 
origin generally refers to the nationality or country of citizenship of a claimant.

UNHCR, 2023

DEMOCRACY AND SAFETY

7 - Global Democracy Index
political participation and political culture.

Economist Intelligent Unit, 2022

8 - Intentional homicide rate over land resources, intergang violence over turf or control, and predatory violence and killing by armed groups. Intentional homicide does not include all UNODC, 2021

ACCESS TO INFORMATION
9 - People with access to electricity

international sources
IEA, World Bank

10 - Individuals using Internet Internet users are individuals who have used the Internet (from any location) in the last 3 months. The Internet can be used via a computer, mobile phone, 
personal digital assistant, games machine, digital TV etc.

ITU, 2022

CHILDREN’S SUB-INDEX

CHILDREN’S HEALTH
UN IGME, 2022

12 - Adolescent mortality rate UN IGME, 2022

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION
13 - Lower secondary completion rate

Lower secondary education completion rate is measured as the gross intake ratio to the last grade of lower secondary education (general and pre-
vocational). It is calculated as the number of new entrants in the last grade of lower secondary education, regardless of age, divided by the population at the 
entrance age for the last grade of lower secondary education.

UNESCO, 2023

14 - Share of youth not in education, employment or training Share of youth not in education, employment or training (NEET) is the proportion of young people who are not in education, employment, or training to the 
population of the corresponding age group: youth (ages 15 to 24); persons ages 15 to 29; or both age groups.

ILO, 2023

CHILDREN’S HUMAN CAPITAL
persons without a job, persons with disabilities, victims of work injuries and older persons.

ILO, 2023

16 - Government expenditure on education General government expenditure on education (current, capital, and transfers) is expressed as a percentage of GDP. It includes expenditure funded by 
transfers from international sources to government. General government usually refers to local, regional and central governments.

UNESCO, 2023

CHILDREN’S ECONOMIC CAPITAL
17 - Unemployment rate ILO, 2023

18 - Poverty headcount ratio at $6.85 a day (2017 PPP$) Poverty headcount ratio at $6.85 a day is the percentage of the population living on less than $6.85 a day at 2017 international prices. World Bank, 2023

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN
19 - Children out of school

primary age group that are in preprimary education should be considered out of school.
UNESCO, 2023

20 - Adolescent fertility rate Adolescent fertility rate is the number of births per 1,000 women ages 15-19. UN Population Division, 2022

WOMEN’S SUB-INDEX

WOMEN’S HEALTH
21 - Lifetime risk of maternal mortality Life time risk of maternal death is the probability that a 15-year-old female will die eventually from a maternal cause assuming that current levels of fertility 

and mortality (including maternal mortality) do not change in the future, taking into account competing causes of death.
WHO, 2020

22 - Life expectancy at birth, female Life expectancy at birth indicates the number of years a newborn infant would live if prevailing patterns of mortality at the time of its birth were to stay the 
same throughout its life.

UN Population Division, 2022

WOMEN’S EDUCATION

23 - Educational attainment (upper secondary), female Percentage of population ages 25 and over that attained or completed upper secondary education. UNESCO, 2023

24 - Tertiary school enrolment (gross), female
successful completion of education at the secondary level.

UNESCO, 2023

WOMEN’S ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

25 - Vulnerable employment, female Vulnerable employment is contributing family workers and own-account workers as a percentage of total employment. World Bank, ILO, 2022

26 - Ratio of female to male labor force participation rate
Labor force participation rate is the proportion of the population ages 15 and older that is economically active: all people who supply labor for the 

participation rate by male labor force participation rate and multiplying by 100.

World Bank, ILO, 2023

WOMEN’S DECISION-MAKING 
PARTICIPATION

27 - Women in ministerial level position
Women in ministerial level positions is the proportion of women in ministerial or equivalent positions (including deputy prime ministers) in the government. 
Prime Ministers/Heads of Government are included when they hold ministerial portfolios. Vice-Presidents and heads of governmental or public agencies are 
excluded.

Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2022

28 - Women in senior and middle management positions Female share of employment in managerial positions conveys the number of women in management as a percentage of employment in management. ILO, 2023

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

29 - Intimate partner violence, female Share of women, aged 15 years and older, who experienced physical or sexual violence from an intimate partner in the past year. IHME, 2023

30 - Intentional homicide rate, female UNODC, 2021

SUB-INDEX DIMENSION INDICATOR DEFINITION SOURCE
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