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NEVER STOP DREAMING

by Stefania Piccinelli, head of WeWorld International Programmes

A journey with many ordinary and extraordinary meetings. A tale that 
is both personal and universal. Takoua Ben Mohamed once again speaks 
through drawings and the written word to successfully narrate a vivid, 
full-colour, true and arresting story. This time it is the story of the Mo-
zambicans, a people with a precarious past, present and future branded by 
a tangle of historical, environmental, political and economic turmoil that 
has left a deep wound. This tangle of complexities does not go unperceived: 
it can be breathed in the air, and Takoua picks up on it and absorbs it. 
What surfaces from this is a journey through the past and present of an 
African country devastated by a troubling colonial experience and a present 
era of endless cyclones and extreme natural events, besides escalating con-
flict in the north of the country. 

The central figure in the narration is a child, Omar, from the city of Pem-
ba, in northern Mozambique. Without naivety and with raw awareness, 
his firm voice describes the reality of his home context: the various facets 
of physical and psychological inter-generational trauma take shape among 
poverty, child labour, scarcity of resources, lack of drinking water, early 
marriage, poor health care, marginalisation of women, and serious envi-
ronmental disasters. Takoua was accompanied on her journey by our team 
from WeWorld: along with other international organisations, local volun-
teer associations and the Mozambican civil protection agency, and with 
support funded by the European Commission, we strive to mitigate and 
prevent the devastating effects caused by climate change and endemic pov-
erty. Nonetheless, it is never enough. Only through real ecological transi-
tion and a drastic reduction in emissions in our own countries ‒ the ‘north 
of the world’ ‒ can we really improve the lives of people who, like Omar, 
do not contribute to global warming yet suffer its consequences on a daily 
basis. What emerges from this account is a powerful political and social 
statement; a description that with piercing agility shifts from the public 
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to the private realm, striking to the core of the reader’s personal thoughts. 
Its message resounds loud and clear: privilege is always relative, but ques-
tioning your own perception of yourself is as painful as it is necessary. In 
crossing northern Mozambique, Takoua ‒ an Italian woman born in Tuni-
sia ‒ observes such extreme poverty that the experience makes her known 
concepts of poverty and injustice relative.

The remote and recent past are still alive in Mozambique. Yet so is its fu-
ture. Its beauty, colours, smells and people’s resilience show faces displaying 
simple, light-hearted ‒ and, yes, perhaps unattainable ‒ dreams that are 
nevertheless real and palpable.

And Omar has promised to never stop dreaming.
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Takoua Ben Mohamed

Takoua is a Tunisian-Italian graphic journalist. Founding partner of the BM 
Entertainment Ltd film production company, she specialised in Animation 
Cinema at Nemo Academy of Digital Arts in Florence. She is the artist and 
author of the catalogue-book Woman Story, and the graphic novels Sotto il 
Velo (‘beneath the veil’, 2016), La Rivoluzione dei Gelsomini (‘the jasmine 
revolution’, 2018), Another Way for Cambodia (2020) ‒ all published by 
BeccoGiallo ‒ and Il Mio Migliore Amico è Fascista (‘my best friend is a fas-
cist’, Rizzoli, 2021). She produced the docu-film Hejab Style for Al-Jazeera 
Documentary Channel, and contributes for various magazines, including 
Cinematografo, D - La Repubblica delle donne, Piccolo Missionario, Confronti, 
7 - Corriere della Sera and La Stampa Origami. Among the many awards 
Takoua has received are the Evens European Journalism Prize 2019, the 
MoneyGram Award 2016, the Premio Prato Città Aperta 2016, the Muslim 
International Book Award 2017, the Premio Tirafuorilalingua 2018 and the 
FIDAPA Award 2019 to women in business and the arts.
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WeWorld

WeWorld is a humanitarian organisation that has been de-
fending the rights of boys, girls and women in 27 coun-
tries worldwide, including Italy, for the last 50 years. It does 
this by encouraging change and social inclusion, organising 
awareness initiatives and involving citizens and institutions 
to build a more just world. 
WeWorld has been active in Mozambique for over 20 years 
in fostering women’s empowerment, ensuring education for 
girls and boys, and working with the local communities to 
find solutions to fight the effects of climate change.




