
                                                                                                                                 
 

WEWORLD FESTIVAL COMPETITION REGULATIONS AND TERMS OF PARTICIPATION  

International social documentary competition – WeWorld Festival Bologna 2026 

 

About the Festival 

WeWorld Festival is a cultural event dedicated to social cinema, human rights, and stories 
from communities and territories often underrepresented in mainstream narratives. 
Through films, talks, debates, and artistic interventions, the festival creates a space for 
dialogue on some of the most pressing challenges of our time, including gender equality, 
climate justice, human rights, migration, and peacebuilding. 

Promoted by WeWorld and organised in collaboration with the Cineteca di Bologna and 
SMK Videofactory, the festival brings together filmmakers, activists, researchers, and 
audiences to explore stories capable of generating awareness, empathy, and social change. 

A central part of the Festival is its international documentary competition, featuring a 
curated selection of documentaries and hybrid non-fiction works that bring to the screen 
stories and perspectives from the social, political, geographical and cultural margins of the 
world. All selected films compete for the Giovanni Lo Porto Prize and other special 
mentions awarded by the Festival juries. 

The third edition of WeWorld Festival Bologna will take place from 30 September to 11 
October 2026. The Festival is free and open to the public. 

 

Focus Areas 

The Festival’s documentary competition is dedicated to documentaries and hybrid works 
addressing one or more of the following themes: 

• Human rights 
• Conflicts and peacebuilding 
• Gender equality 
• Climate and environmental justice 
• Migration and human mobility 
• Youth participation and the right to the future 
• LGBTQIA+ rights 
• Social inclusion, marginalisation and intersectionality 
• International cooperation and humanitarian action 

 

Particular attention is given to stories centred on young generations and their right to 
imagine and build a fairer future. 



                                                                                                                                 
 
 

Eligibility Criteria and Selection Process 

The Official Competition is open to selected documentaries and hybrid non-fiction works 
of any length and production technique completed after 1 January 2024. 

Festival Secretariat 

The Festival Secretariat is responsible for the scouting and preliminary review of films 
considered for the Festival programme and Official Competition. The Secretariat prepares a 
broad selection of eligible titles for consideration by the Artistic Committee and serves as 
the main point of contact with filmmakers, producers, distributors and rights holders. It is 
also responsible for collecting screeners, technical materials and all documentation required 
for the selection process and, for selected works, the Festival screenings. 

Artistic Committee 

An Artistic Committee, coordinated by WeWorld together with curators Jonathan 
Ferramola and Carlotta Piccinini, is responsible for defining the Festival programme and 
selecting the films included in the Official Competition for the for the prize on offer 
(Giovanni Lo Porto prize, see following paragraph).  

Selection process 

In its evaluation, the Committee will pay particular attention to to recent productions, 
emerging filmmakers, and works that align with the Festival's mission and thematic focus 
areas, while ensuring a diverse representation of voices, territories and cinematic 
approaches. 

• emerging filmmakers; especially women directors and filmmakers from 
underrepresented regions and countries; 

• works from underrepresented countries and regions, especially contexts that receive 
limited visibility in mainstream media and global film distribution; 

• local and grassroots productions, rooted in the lived experiences, knowledge and 
perspectives of the communities portrayed; 

• original cinematic language and artistic vision, including innovative documentary 
forms and hybrid approaches capable of expanding conventional storytelling; 

• relevance and urgency of the issues addressed, with particular attention to topics 
related to human rights, gender equality, climate justice, migration, conflict and 
social inclusion; 

• films produced within or in collaboration with the communities represented on 
screen, fostering ethical, participatory and locally grounded storytelling. 
 



                                                                                                                                 
 
Films included in the selection will  be identified through direct scouting and invitations 
from the Festival Secretariat. Selected films will be invited to participate in the Official 
Selection by the end of July 2026. 

 
Participation in the Festival is subject to the signature of the Acceptance of Terms of 
Participation and Regulations (including a non-exclusive authorisation for a single public 
screening during WeWorld Festival Bologna.  A screening fee will be recognized by 
WeWorld to any selected film /documentary screened at the festival.  

For the purposes of screening at the festival, WeWorld will pay a fee to the rights holder  

 
Awards and Mentions 

Giovanni Lo Porto Prize 

All films selected for the Official Competition will compete for the Giovanni Lo Porto Prize. 

The Prize honours the memory of Giovanni Lo Porto, humanitarian worker and collaborator 
of WeWorld, who was killed in 2015 during a U.S. counter-terrorism operation while being 
held hostage in Afghanistan. 

The prize aims to recognise a documentary that tells a story that should not be forgotten 
and that contributes to promoting human rights and an intersectional vision of justice, 
social, climate and gender justice. 

The Giovanni Lo Porto Prize consists of a cash award of €2,000 (gross). 

The winner will be selected by an independent jury appointed by the Festival. 

 

Corporate Mentions and Sponsored Awards 

Partner companies supporting the Festival may establish additional recognitions among the 
films selected in competition. 

These may include: 

Corporate Mention 

A Festival partner may review a thematic selection of competing films and assign a non-
monetary mention to a work that particularly reflects values or themes relevant to the 
partner's mission. 

Corporate Award 

A Festival sponsor may review a thematic selection of competing films and assign an 
additional cash award to a selected film. 



                                                                                                                                 
 
Any additional awards or mentions will be announced to all selected participants by the 
Festival organisation before the opening of the event. 

 

Prize Award 

The Giovanni Lo Porto Prize and any sponsored cash awards will be granted by WeWorld 
following the Festival. 

Prizes will be disbursed via bank transfer from a Bank in Italy. The prize amount is subject 
to withholding tax according to Italian applicable laws (Art. 30 co. 2 of Presidential Decree 
600/73), therefore 25% on the value of the prize will be deducted at the source according 
to applicable tax provisions and regulations. 

Payment procedures will be agreed directly between the Festival and the award recipients. 

 

General Terms 

Participation in the Festival implies acceptance of these regulations and of the ethical 
principles outlined in the WeWorld Code of Ethics and Conduct - link. 

Rights holders of selected films grant the Festival a non-exclusive licence to use excerpts, 
stills, posters, trailers, synopses, biographies and other promotional materials for 
communication, educational and promotional activities related to the Festival. 

Materials provided to the Festival may become part of the WeWorld Festival archive and 
will not be returned. 

The Festival reserves the right to publish information regarding selected films through its 
communication channels and media partners. 

Rights holders are solely responsible for ensuring that all copyrights, image rights, music 
rights and any other permissions related to the film have been properly cleared. WeWorld 
and the Festival decline any responsibility for disputes arising from rights ownership or 
copyright infringement. 

The Festival reserves the right to exclude works that are deemed inconsistent with its 
mission, values or ethical principles. 

Any matter not expressly covered by these regulations shall be resolved by the Festival 
organisation, whose decision shall be final. 
 

 
 
 

https://ejbn4fjvt9h.exactdn.com/uploads/2024/05/WeWorld_CodeEthicsConduct_2024.pdf

